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our Lord. I  am always loth to  receive the  accu- 
fations o f interefted adverfaries, efpecially where 
th e  gofpel o f Chriil is the  fubjedt. W hatever m if- 
tak.es thefe men m ight have been chargeable w ith 
a t fir ft, often, as with other feits, the  drofs has been 
purged away, and the  purity  o f  tru th  been pre- 
ferved. W ith  their enemies and perfecutors, there  
was evidently noth ing  b u t ignorance, infolence, 
formality, fuperilition, and cruelty.
T h e  difciples o f  M ethodius and Cyril, iiill con­
tinued  to  tranfm it their purer tenets to  their dif­
ciples, who continued in Bohemia and M oravia ; 
and kept alive a feed counted to  the  L ord for a 
generation : and though fcarcely vegetating, were 
preferved in a fucceeding generation to  bring  forth 
plenteous fruits o f righteoufnefs.
O  2 C E N T U R Y
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C E N T U R Y  X II.
C H A P. I.
STATE OF THE CHURCH WITHOUT.
H E  weftern warriors had ersdled th e  banners
o f  the  Crofs on the  towers o f  Jerufalem , and 
fpread their trophies on the  walls o f A ntioch and 
Edefla, when the  M ahom etans recovering from the  
confternation in to  which repeated defeats had 
throw n them , rallied their fo rces; and though they 
m et an obftinate refinance, they retu rned  to the  
charge, ftraitening the  Chriitians in Syria and Palef- 
tine , and after the  conqueft o f Edefla, threatened 
A ntioch and Jerufalem  itfelf. T h e  cries o f th e  
affliited  reached the R om an fee, and E urope heard 
th e  groans o f their b rethren with anguiih , and re- 
fentm ent o f  their wrongs. T hey  trem bled for the  
fate o f the holy fepulchre, and all th e  precious 
relics ftill buried in Paleftine. T h e  Rom an pontiffs 
founded the  alarm, and princes, clcrgy and people 
afletnbled to  debate the  propriety o f the  m eafures 
which they propofed, and to  contrive the  means o f 
their execution. T h e  danger, the  diftance, th e  ill- 
iuccefs o f the former attem pts, the  dear-bought ex­
perience o f  Saracen valour, and the  inability o f
any
any Angle kingdom  to  provide a fufficient force 
for fuch an en te rp rife ; the  jealouiy o f  the  m o- 
narchs o f each o ther ; the  difficulty to  colledt th e  
various nations under one lea d e r; thefe all feemed 
to  prefent an in fur m ountable barrier to  a fecond 
crufade. T h e  dreadful effe&s o f the  former had 
not yet cealed to  be felt and lam ented. T h e  Pope’s 
proportions and exhortations were therefore heard 
with caution, and canvafled w ithout enthufiafm . 
I t  required fotne flam ing fpirit to  infufe new life 
in to  the  dying caufe o f cru fades; and fuch was 
found in th e  famous Bernard, A bbot o f Clairval. 
D arting  like ligh tn ing  from his convent, his ardor 
and eloquence kindled the  laten t fpark o f zeal into 
a flame through France and G erm any ; where this 
itinerant apoftle o f the  crofs travelled, every where 
furrounded by thoufands. H is confident aflurances 
o f  fuccefs from H eaven, promifed to  him , w'ere 
heard and believed, not only by the  credulous m ul­
titude, b u t by Lewis o f France, his Q ueen and 
nobles aflembled, who crofled them felves im m edi­
ately for the  conflict. T h e  Em peror, 
a n -. 1146. Conrad, for a while dem urred, bu t, 
vanquished by the  powerful argum ents, 
and heaven-bearing eommiffion o f Bernard, afloci- 
ated him felf in the  enterprife, to  reap laurels and 
victory, which m uft attend their ftandard, as G od’s 
infpired prophet had afliired them . B ut alas ! the  
event correfponded not with the  prcdi& ion. T h e
O 3 . monarchs
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xnonarchs w ith their armies proceeded by different 
rou ts for the  place o f  their deftination ; and after 
the  m oil perilous and tedious travels by land and 
fea, brought only the  fhattered fragm ents o f their 
num erous hofls to  witnefs the  Chriftian d ifg racc : 
betrayed by friends; deftroyed by enem ies; the  
fpirit o f  difcord alike prevailed in the  crufading 
armies, as am ong the  leaders in Paleftine. T ired  
o f  the  fruitlefs and unhappy expedition, they hardly 
fet their foot on th e  H oly Land, ere they prepared to  
re tu rn  to  Europe, and not a ten th  o f  their num er­
ous warriors faw their native land again. T h e  pro­
phecies o f Bernard proved as falfe as fatal. A n . 1153.
T h e  famous Saladin tak ing  occafion o f  the weak- 
nefs o f the  Chriftian caufe, llill rendered more 
dekperate, by the profligacy o f their m anners, and 
th e ir m utual difputes, jealoufies, and am bition, 
fell upon Judea, took the  K ing o f Jcrufalcm , L uflg- 
nan , prifoner in battle , and befieged and carried 
th e  city with confidcrable refinance. T h e  defola- 
tion was d read fu l; torrents o f blood flowed ; thou - 
fands and tens o f thoufands o f miferable Chriilians 
w ere fold into captivity ; their power was hum bled 
to  the  duft, and their name almoft extinguiihed in 
the  Eaft. A n . 118?.
T h e  dreadful tid ings rcachcd Italy and the  
w eftem  world, like the  firoke o f the  thunderbolt.
Aftonithment^
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A ftonifhm ent, anguifh, and defpair overwhelmed 
the  Chriftian n a tio n s ; roufcd by the  dreadfulnefs 
o f the cataftrophe, the m ightieft m onarchs o f E u ­
rope ilartcd from their thrones, feized their arm our, 
and prepared themfelves for th e  perilous conflict, 
refolved to  conquer or perifh beneath the  wails o f 
Jerufalem . B ut the  enterprife correfponded not 
with their ardour, and the greatnefs o f  their pre* 
parations. T h e  firil aufpicious campaign o f the  
E m peror Frederic, was quickly followed by his 
death, caugh t by bathing in the cold waters o f  the 
Cydnus. Difeafc m ore fatal than the fwdrd o f  the 
M ahom edans, thinned the ranks o f his w arriors; 
unequal to any great enterprife, the  reft diibanded, 
and  few returned  to  tell the  dilmal tale o f  their 
fufferings and difappointm ent. An. 1100.
A n. 1 1 9 1 . T h e  K ing o f France, Philip Augnftug, 
and the lion-hearted R ichard  o f England, each 
prcflcd into the  ferviee, and followed the adventur­
ous Frederic. T hey endeavoured to  fhortcn the 
voyage, and to  leflen the danger o f a long m arch, 
by an em barkation from Italy ; and arriving fafe a t 
the  head o f their feveral armies, the Saracenic hofts 
trem bled before them , and the  firil fuccefsful con- 
tefts promifed them  couquefts and victory : bu t the 
F rench  monarch weakened the  caufe by his defer- 
tion , anil re tu rn e d ; and all the  heroic arts o f 
tyichard after this defeilion , were oqly fufiicient to
O  4 erc6l
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erc.61 a trophy to  his valour, w ithout procuring any 
folid advantages for his brethren.' T ired  with the  
bloody and unavailing conflict on both fides, a 
ihort truce  afforded a breathing tim e o f  
a n .  I I 92 . th ree  years, three m onths and three days.
Saladin continued in poileilion of w hat 
he had conquered, and the Chriftians o f the poor 
rem ains o f their former poflcflions : whiift the no­
ble R ichard re tu rn ing  to  his own land to  prepare 
for greater exploits, experienced at the hands o f a 
R om an Em peror o f G erm any, bafenefs, and cruelty , 
which an infidel Saladin would have difdained ; and 
lingered long under an inglorious captivity, till all 
hopes in the Eaft were thus totally extinguifhed.
T h e  miferies, which thefe expeditions occafioned 
in the  Chriftian world, are incalculable : E ngland , 
France, G erm any, were exhaufled o f men and 
m oney : all the  countries th rough which the  armies 
pailed, fufFered grievoufly ; and thofe to  whofe 
fuccour they had haftened, were now left to  d e f ­
lation and deilru ition .
D u rin g  thefe dreadful and unprofitable conteits, 
were inftitu ted  the  th ree famous m ilitary orders, 
which, a fte r flourifhing with fueh em inent dignity 
and wealth, are now.neariy extinct, and reduced to  
th e  little iile o f M alta  ana its k n ig h ts ; the hiitory 
o f which hardjy enters into.m v province.
T h e
T h e  attem pts o f the Chriftian m onarchs o f the 
W e ft on Paleftine, naturally awakened the enm ity 
o f  the  M ahom edans, and brought the  feverelt 
fufferings on thofe who yet profefled Chriftianity 
under the Saracenic governm ents. T hey  ju illy  fuf- 
pevited in every G reek and Latin a traitor ; and pro­
bably often difcovered their intrigues with their 
crufading brethren . T h e  crufaders themfclves alfo 
by their brutality to  their enemies provoked retalia­
tion , and the  facrifices though terrible were ju ft. 
T h u s  almoft all the  eaftern churches fell to  the 
duft, and were buried in ruins either by the ravages 
o f  their Chriftian brethren, or by the  fire o f their 
M ahom edan foes.
A n . I l 6 s .  A n event as inaufpicious to  the  
Chriftian name, produced in the  north-eaft o f  Afia 
a cataftrophe as grievous. T h e  fuccel’s o f the ise f- 
torian Chriftians had been raifed lo the highefl 
pitch by a T arta r chieftain, who had em braced the 
faith, and is fuppofed to  have been ordained a 
p re ib y te r; w hence he is ufually known by the  
nam e o f P r e s t e r  J o h n .  H e had  ieized a favoura­
ble m om ent, and extended greatly his dom inions : 
and his fame had reached the G reek and Rom an 
Em perors, to  whom he had notified his faith and 
exploits. H is fuccefior continued under the lame 
title , th e  p ro tc ito r o f his Christian fubjecls. B ut the
great
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great conqueror o f Afia, Genghifcawn, 
A N . 1187- overturned his throne, and overran his 
c o u n try ; carrying deftrudtion through 
‘ China, India, Periia and Arabia, overwhelm ing 
alike Chriftians and M ahom edans with th e  fame 
deluge o f his T arta r h o rd e ; and eftablifhing a new 
em pire in the  conquered provinces; in all which 
the  Chriftian faith was greatly weakened by the 
ravages o f the conquerors. N or had the northern 
regions o f E urope ceafed to  afford calamitous in- 
ftances o f pagan cruelties, where their power pre­
vailed, or their revolts !ed them  to vent their rage 
on the  miflionaries and their flocks.
A n . 1120. Such aflli(£tive events were little 
com penfated by any new acquifitions to  the  Chrif­
tian faith ; for thefe were indeed o f fo fufpicious a 
na tu re  as hardly to  be reckoned in the  fcale. 
A m ongthefe are num bered the  convcrfions w rought 
by the  zealous Boleflaus o f Poland, who granted 
peace to  the  vanquished Pom eranians, on condition 
o f  em bracing the  gofpel, and receiving the  mif- 
iionaries he f e n t ; o f whom the  m oll em inent and 
fuccefsful was A lbert, Bifhop o f  Bamberg. F o r in 
thofe days, there were not w anting bifhops them - 
felves, who were em ulous o f  this honour.
A n . 11Ö3. W aldem ar, the  K ing  o f  D enm ark, 
difplayed the like zeal am ong the  pagan tnbes on
the
th e  Baltic, againft whom he led his victorious 
armies. Every where he deftroyed all m onum ents 
o f  idolatry, and by the terror o f his chaftifem ents, 
as m uch as by the  zeal o f the  A rchbiihop o f 
L unden  and his aflociates, compelled them  to  fub- 
m it to  the  Chriilian faith and worfhip.
A n . 1151. T h e  Finlanders received their pro- 
feffion nearly by the  fame means. T h e  fword o f 
E ric, K ing o f Sweden, and the  zealous archbiihop 
o f Upfal, who accom panied him in the  expedition, 
b en t their rcludtant necks to  th e  Chriftian y o k e ; 
under which im patient, and n o t'y e t tam ed to  fub- 
m it to  every prelatical impofition, an angry chief­
tain avenged a penance impofed by the too rigid 
miffionary prelate in his m urder, conferring on him 
thereby the honours o f m artyrdom .
A n . 1198 . T h e  Efthonians and Livonians were, 
converted by the fame effectual means. M ainard, 
a canon o f St. A uguftiti, having penetrated the 
country with fomc m erchants, attem pted in vain 
the  converiion of the natives. M ortified a t the  little 
attention paid to  him , a new commiffion with the  
epifcopat was conferred on him by Pope U rban III . 
and the  zealous miffionary bifhop immediately 
levied an apoftolic army to accomplifh by the  fword, 
w hat he could not do by perfuafion ; and baptifing 
^t the point o f the fpear w rought wonders. H is
fucceflors
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ilicceflbrs nobly followed fo edifying an example, 
till a new military order o f knights /w o r d  bearers, 
in ilitu ted  by Pope Innocen t the  I lld ,.  for that ex- 
prefs pbrfW lc/com plcaled their converfion, and left 
iearce a pagan uribaptifed. In return, for wh: in- 
cftimable blciling, the bvfliops aaad clergy, w ith the  
knights, only leized every th ing  valuable into their 
own poOfiffion, and took the governm ent, body and 
foul, o f their greatly obliged, certainly greatly 
hum bled converts.
A.N. 1124— 1154. T h e  S lavon ians ftill numcr-, 
ous and very abhorrent o f Chriftianity, called forth 
th e  military zeal o f H enry, D uke o f Saxony, and 
the  miffionary labours o f Vicelinus, confccrated 
Bifhop o f O klenberg. H e  is faid to  be a man o f 
moft em inent excellence, and to  have w rought 
wonderful conversions am ong them . I can only 
obferve, th a t all thefe ' miffionaries feem to  have 
biihoprics in view, and princes with their power at 
their elbow ; circum itances, which render the tru th  
o f their piety, and their Chrifttan labours and real 
fuccels confiderably fufpicious.
Such acquisitions as thefe could hardly be called 
additions to  the  Chriitian pale. T h e  converts 
changed their idols only for faints, and F riga for the  
Virgin ; and they worihipped them  nearly with the  
fame ceremonies. O f  the doctrines..of revelation,
.'.j-, , they
they  continued as ignorant, as their lives were th e  
reverie o f the  pra&ice it enjoined ; and herein their 
apoilles themfelves too frequently kept them  com ­
pany : b u t they were all tau g h t the fign o f  the  
crofs ; to  m ake the proper genuflexions and falu- 
ta tio n s ; were b rought to  pay tithes and oblations 
to  the  c le rg y ; and to  profefs obedience to  the  fee 
o f  Rom e, the  firft article o f th e  catholic crecd. o f 
thofc days, and m ore eiiential than all the re f t; -and 
fo far by the  military power, which accom panied 
them , and the  Iving miracles w ith which they im- 
pofed on thefe illiterate barbarians, they a t laft 
effectually prevailed. AIT bowed th e  knee to  the 
R om an pon tiff and his booted apoftles.
, ? r , t  r , r • i .  I f ,  f
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T h e  SaracCns in Spain m aintained their empire, 
and their love o f  fciencey W'iilft their neighbours 
were exhaufting themfelves in d iflant expeditions, 
and leaving behind them  the  moft beautiful coun­
tries o f Europe under the M ahom cdan yoke.
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THE INTERNAL STATE OP THE CHURCH.
H O U G H  ignorance profound generally pre*
vailed, there were in the  Eaft and Weft* 
m en o f genius and letters, who ftill figured am ong 
the  learned. T h e  G reeks ever fuperior to  th e  La­
tins, produced writers o f fome em inence; and the 
patriarchs o f Conftantinople cultivated fcience, 
efpecially the  Ariftotelian philofophy, am ong their 
clergy, th a t they m ight be better able to  difpute 
againft their adverfaries. B u t it m uft be acknow­
ledged, th a t the  famed Bifhop E ufta th ius’s com ­
m en t upon H om er, far exceeds any fimilar com ­
m ent on the  Scriptures in tha t day.
T h e  weftern world attem pted fome revival o f 
literature, and from the  famous Saracenic fchools, 
to  which from E ngland , as well as all parts o f E u ­
rope, th e  dcfire o f information brought a m ultitude 
o f  ftudents, a num ber o f dodtors iflued forth to  en­
lighten their countrym en with the  fc ienecs; and 
academ ies were opened for teaching thfem in the 
principal cities. A m ong theie  the  univcrfity o f 
Paris was particularly famous, and furpuficd, the
elder
fires ; when the  power o f m onarch?, com bined with 
papal authority , was feconded by all the craft and 
cruelty  o f inquifitors, and the  whole m endicant 
tribe. A  bleiled body, however, though like the  
g leaning  grapes o f the  vineyard when the  vintage 
is done, rem ained as a facred feed, and continued  
to  ftrike root, though  watered w ith blood. N either 
th e  terrors o f  fuffering, nor the  wild vagaries o f 
th e  enthuliafts prevented the  faithful from holding 
fait what they had, th a t none ihould take their 
crown ; b u t they  had yet to  itruggle up hill for 
ages to  come, fcattered, deprefled, perfecuted, 
ilriv ing againil the fame itrong arm  o f power, and 
the wiles o f m onkery, till th e  days o f reform ation.
In  the  Eaft the  N eftorian zeal and labours had 
not failed, b u t the  ligh t had become dim , and th e  
churches once num erous in Aiia, were reduced to  
a few by the  pagan and M ahom edan ravagers : ftill 
I  doubt not fome faithful m en were found ; and in. 
the  W eft, am ong all the  nations profeiling Chrif- 
tian ity , G od had his fecret ones, though lmall, and 
o f  no reputation. T h e  leaven was yet ferm enting, 
and  the  lum p not wholly unleavened.
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C E N T U R Y  X IV .
C H A P . I.
ON THE EXTERNAL STATE OF THE CHURCH.
TH E  zeal o f the Popes for crufading had not abated, bu t the  courage o f  his vaflals for fuch 
expeditions was wonderfully co o led ; expcriencc 
had taugh t them  the  difficulty o f the  enterprife, 
and the hypocrify o f thole who were the  initigators 
to  i t:  and therefore the A vignon and Rom an 
pontiffs in vain employed exhortations, 
a n .  1307. cajoleries, threatenings, entreaties with 
the  Kings o f F rance  and E ngland  to  
feel for the honour o f the holy fepulchre, and m erit 
the  plenitude o f indulgences from the C hurch. 
B u t more im portant and preffing coniiderations 
fixed them  on their th ro n e s ; and foine excufe or 
o ther con flan tly  afforded, engaged them  not to  
abandon their homes, for thefe Q uixote purfuits o f  
giants and Saracens.
Succeeding Popes even offered a part o f their 
own imm enfe treafures to  equip a fleet and army ; 
and opening th e  cheft o f th e  C hurch’s ftore o f 
indulgences difpofed o f them  on the  m oil liberal
term s,
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term s, even to  thofe who fhould contribu te  only 
their money, though they w ithheld their perfons. 
W h a t they really expended does not appear, b u t i f  
we may believe the  Em peror Lewis, o f Bavaria, the  
Popes took care to  lofe no th ing  by their labours. 
T h e  adtivity o f their m endicant falefmen o f indu lg ­
ences, amply replenifhed their coffers; and whether 
they fpent any th ing  or not in preparations, the  ba­
lance o f  the account flood pretty  highly in their 
favour. All thefe abortive efforts difcouraged not 
the  twelfth Benedict from u rg ing  upon the  F rench  
K ing , this pious and im portant undertak ing  ; nor 
Philip from m aking vaft preparations for vifiting the  
H oly  Land. B ut E ngland  threatened an invaiion, 
which his abfence m ight have rendered fatal to his 
kingdom , fo he wifely deferred the  crufade to  a 
m ore favourable opportunity . A n . 1330.
A n . 1315. Still, though baffled, retu rn ing  to  the 
charge, the pontiff C lem ent V. unlocked the. trea- 
fures o f indulgences, th a t never-failing fource o f 
wealth and in d u c e m e n t: whereby the  profligate 
m ight be happily accom m odated, and en ter paradife 
under the  crofs, w ithout doing penancc for, or 
parting  with any o f their crimes. An army affem- 
blcd under G uy, th e  D auphin , and proceeded for 
the fceue o f conqueft, b u t no t being able to pro­
cure  provilions, or to  live w ithout food, they re ­
tu rned  
T  4 v
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tu rned  as they  w ent, with their fwords iheathed, 
and  their indulgences in their pockets.
A n . 1363. O ne effort m ore clofed thefe im­
po ten t attem pts. John , King o f France, m itigated 
by the  u rg en t exhortations, and won by the  m ighty 
promifes o f  U rban  V. prepared to  m eafure lances 
w ith the  Saracenic K nights under the walls o f  Je ru -  
falem ; b u t a greater conqueror, whom Chriftian 
and  infidel are equally unable to  refift, arrefted him 
in his mid carecr, laid him low in the duft, and all his 
'vaft preparations vanifhed, as the mift o f the m orn­
ing. T h u s ended the  vain ftruggle, M ahom edifm  
rem ained trium phant, and the  crofs yielded to  the 
crefcent. T hough  it m uft be owned with regard 
to  the  reality o f the Chriftian life, it was as little to  
be found am ong the  crufaders as am ong the  Sara­
cens themfelves.
H appier and more confidcrable fuccefs is faid to  
have attended  the  mrffionary efforts o f the  pontiffs 
in  T arta ry  and China. T h e  papal fee, eager to  im ­
prove every opportunity  o f extending its dom inions, 
had difpatched D om inican and Francifcan ambaf- 
fadors to  m eet the  hoft o f T artars, which, advanc­
ing  from the  Eaft, had over-run H ungary , Poland, 
and Silefia. T h is  b rought an embafiy in 're tu rn , 
and a new corps o f black and white barefooted en ­
voys
C e n t .  14 .]  THÉ CHURCH OF CHRIST. 2 8 1
voys proceeded to  the  court o f  K ublai, 
a n .  1307. the  T arta r m onarch. J o h a n n e s  a 
M o n t e  C o r v i n o ,  one o f th e  m oil 
zealous o f thefe miffionaries, is faid to have labour­
ed with fuccefs, in bringing back many N eftorian 
Chriilians to the  R om an pale, and Spreading the  
gofpel am ong the  Tartars ; for whofe ufe he tranf- 
lated the New T efiam ent into the  T a rta r  language, 
a work indeed becom ing a faithful m iffionary, and 
which could not fail to produce fome happy effects. 
T h e  reports which reached E urope were now fo 
flattering, th a t the head miffionary Corvino was 
raifed to  the archbifhopric o f Cam balu or Pekin, 
the  capital, and feven new Francifcan bifhops dif- 
patched to  obey his orders, and fecond bis efforts 
in the  converfion o f T artars and Chinefe. A n in-^ 
tercourfe being thus eftablifhed with R om e, and 
pcrmiffion g>ven by the governm ent o f China, for ^  
the  miffionaries to  labour in their vocation, the  
num ber o f Latin churches is faid to  have been con- 
iiderably encreafed. I confefs I have b u t a very 
low opinion o f the  Christianity then  taugh t, i f  I  
may judge by other miffionary fpecimens r and I 
hear with a great m any grains o f allowance, the re­
ports o f the miffionaries themfelves, who for the  
honour o f holy church and their own, were not a t 
all backward in enhancing the greatnefs o f  their 
labours, and vaunting the  abundance o f their fuc­
cefs, B ut whatever it was, t-he endurance o f it was
iho rt,
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fhort, and fearce a trace i» all thele  va 11 regions 
hath ever fince appeared o f the  Chriltian religion 
planted by them .
T h e  arms o f the T eu ton ic  K nights in the  N orth  
had nearly extirpated, by tire and fword, the  laft re­
mains o f paganifm in Pruflia and Livonia. O ne 
pagan m onarch there  ftill was, ftrong in the affec­
tions and valour o f his people, Jagellon, D uke o f  
L ithuania. B ut the  vacant th rone o f 
a n . 1386. Poland, and the beautiful H edw ige, the  
daughter o f the  preceding Sovereign, 
had charm s irritiilible. As neither the  one or the 
other could be obtained w ithout his fubm itting  to  
baptifm . and receiving the fign o f the  crols, he 
th o ugh t h im felf well paid for his complailance, and 
bending the necks of his pagan fubje&s to  the  re­
ligion he had him felf em braced, he united  his 
du tchy  with the crow n of Poland, and received the  
fair princefs for his bride. T h u s  all the  northern 
people at laft fubm itted to  the profeflion o f C hris­
tianity , and though in general they remained as 
m uch heathens as before, biihoprics were erected, 
and they learned to m ake the  fign o f  the crofs.
I  am .aiham ed to  m ention the  num erous conver­
sions o f th a t ill-fated people the  Jew s ; whofe 
wealth tem pted the  avarice o f the  m onarchs, and 
whofe peifonsand religion were fo odious to the R o ­
man
m an pontiffs, and in general to  the  Chriftian world. 
T hey  had fpread wonderfully through  every part o f  
E urope, engroffed a great (hare o f its traffic, and  
by their craft, their dexterity, and their ufury, con ­
trived to  accum ulate riches, th a t could not b u t ex­
cite  the envy and appetite o f their enemies. T hefe 
began with blackening their character w ith every 
a tro c ity : children crucified and eat by them — the 
fountains poifoned— the conlecrated  wafers pierced, 
bleeding, and abufed by their impious hands—  
charges as ridiculous as horrid, and impoffible to  
be true  ; befides it was their in tereil and ob ject to  
live in peace am ong the  Chriftians, however ab ­
horrent they m ight be o f their fuperftitions. B ut 
where enm ity was rooted, and credulity  the ealy 
dupe o f  the  defigning, it becam e no difficult m at­
te r  to perfuade Chriftian m agiftrates and prelates to  
perfecute a deteftcd race o f p eo p le ; and  to  exalt 
their zeal in converfions, whilft they gratified their 
covetoufnefs by the  p lunder o f  theie  devoted 
victims : a terrible perfecution therefore generally 
arofe againft them . D eath  in every fnape o f  horror 
feized the obfim atc, and thofe who fayed their lives 
by baptifin, neither faved their property, nor chang­
ed one o f their fentirnents. W e  may be always
fure, “ A RELIGION THAT PERSECUTES NEVER 
“  c a m e  f r o m  h e a v e n . ”  I t  m uft be faid o f  every 
one who injures his fellow, “  ye are o f  your father, 
“  the devil, and the works o f your father ye do.”
Y et
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Y et even thele  horrid  executions produced the  
high com m endations o f  the  church o f R om e, and 
m erited indulgence's equal to  the  zeal o f  crufaders.
T h e  Saracenic kingdom s o f Spain had not yet 
u tterly  Submitted to  the  Chriftian yoke, b u t Valen- 
tia , G ranada and M urcia , with Andalufia, only re­
m ained, and they  trem bled before the  increafing 
Superiority o f the  kings o f  Caftilc and A rragon. 
T h e ir  brethren o f F ez  and M orocco failed not in 
this extrem ity to  haften to  their affiftance, and 
often the  icalcs o f  fuccefs vibrated, and it becam e 
dubious, w hether the  Chriftian or M ahom cdan faith 
ihould p reva il: b u t the  courage o f  the  Spanifh 
Chriftians aided by their b rethren , whom the  R o- 
niiih pon tiff rou/ed to  their afiiftance, by the  fame 
promifes o f  heaven, and indulgences, which were 
beftowed on thofe who conflicted in the  H oly  
L and , tu rned  the  balancc againft the  in fide ls; and 
m ore and m ore ftraitened every day, their fall and 
final expulfion approached with hafty ft rides. Y et 
thefe mifcrablc wars wafted the  finefi country  in 
Chriftendom , and th inned  the  ranks o f  population, 
to  which other cauSes Still Supervening, m any oSthe 
m oil beautiSul and Sruitful territories lie u n cu lti­
vated, and almoft w ithout an inhabitant. W a r  is 
always a fearful Scourge, every th in g  which dcServes 
the  nam e o f  Chriftian abhors it.
B u t
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B u t w hatever Chriftianity, gained in thefe partial 
conquefts in the  W eft, in th eE aft it  loft in a more 
abundan t proportion. T h e  T artars becom e M a ­
hom etans under the  m ighty  Tam erlane, deluged 
th e  eaftern world w ith blood and devaftation. Be­
fore him  fell the  O ttom an Em peror B a ja z e t; and 
the  G reek  trem bled on his throne, as the  ravages o f 
th e  T a rta r  horfe approached the Bofphorus. B ut 
to  the  whole Chriftian name this terrible conqueror 
was peculiarly fa ta l; n o t Satisfied with Subjugation 
and tribu te , he rcSoIvcd to compcl his Subjects to  
em brace the religion o f their mafter. D eath in its 
moft trem endous forms roSe up at the  com m and 
oS the  b igot m onarch, to  terrify into apoftacy the  
Staggering and the  feeble, or to  exterm inate the 
obitinate : whilft the  mildeft fate allotted to  any 
Chriftian was Slavery and exile. T h u s few, very 
few rem ained, w hether G reeks or N eftorians, 
th rough  the  vaft ex ten t o f this new ly created em ­
pire, and all fell proftrate before the  fword o f 
Tam erlane, and the  delufions o f the  im poilor.
N o r did the  prom ifing appearances in China 
and the  N orth  o f  Afia long lubfift. Before the  
end o f  the  century  a change o f  governm ent in tha t 
vaft country , com pletely excluded the  poifibility 
o f  a miffionary’s e n tra n c e ; and by a fundam ental 
law o f  the  new dynafty, no firanger m ight pafs
the
th e  frontier line, on penalty o f  death. T h u s ter­
m inated the  efforts, which had been m ade, in dis­
appointm ent, and the  final abolition o f  the  Chrif- 
tian  profeflion. A t leaft no records au thentic  re ­
m ain, o f any fubfifting churches, till th e  fifteen th  
cen tury , though  report fuggefts, th a t a fmall rem ­
nan t o f N eftorians was fiill concealed in the  re« 
m oter provinces.
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CENTURY XV.
C H A P . I.
EXTERNAL STATE OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.
H E  laft poor remains o f  the  G recian em pire
were now ready to  fall under the M ahom edan 
yoke : waited with inceflant war and haraiied by 
thefe conquerors, the  Chriftians through Alia were 
compelled to  bow their necks to  their dom inion, 
and m any to  adopt their religion. R educed  to  
little mjore than  the city o f Conftantinople, in vain 
they  invoked the help o f the  weftern world. T h e  
Pope, m ore anxious to  reduce them  to fpiritnal fub- 
jedlion than  to enable them  to  m aintain their li­
berties, deceived them  with promifes o f affiftance, 
in order to  engage their fubmiffion, which he was 
cither unw illing or unable to  afford them . T h e  
dreadful hour arrived, and Conftantinople fell: 
th e  terro r o f it alarmed the weftern world, yet 
could not unite  the  Chriilian princes in any 
comm on bond to oppofe a to rren t, th a t threatened 
quickly to deluge the W eft, as it had done the  
Eaft. A n . 1453.
T h e  regions o f T arta iy , and the  adjacent pro­
vinces, w ith the  vaft em pire o f  China, returned
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again to  Cim merian darknefs. T h e  light which 
had been once kindled, appeared nearly, if  not 
u tterly  e x tin c t; and if  any rem ained profeffing the 
Chriftian nam e, they  were obliged to  ufe the  
greateft precautions to  conceal themfclvcs from 
©bfervation.
N o r did the  conqueits over the  Saracens in 
Spain, or the envenom ed perfecution o f the Jews 
increafe m uch the num ber o f Chriflians. T h e  M a- 
hom edans obftinately adhered to their falfe prophet, 
and no tem ptation, nor terror could induce them  
to  fubm it to  the  papal m iilionarics. Indeed their 
teach ing  and cruelties were alike unfuited to  pro­
duce conviction on minds ulcerated with ill-ufage, 
and the  final expulfion o f them  from their country , 
by the  famous archbifhop o f Toledo, was a ftcp as 
im politic, as lavage. T h e  Jews alfo refifted and 
fuffered : compelled to  abjure M ofes, many dif- 
lembled and fubm itted ; bu t retained juclaifm as 
tenaciouily as ever, with the moft implacable ab­
horrence o f their perfecutors. T o  this day they 
rem ain in Spain and Portugal, bowing the knee to  
the  crofs th rough terror o f  the  inquifition, and 
fccretly curfing him who bore it.
T h e  difcovery o f  a new world opened a noble 
■entrance for gofpel tru th , had the  miffionarics 
been as evangelical as the  m ariners were adventur­
ous :
ous : b u t Chriftianity ihudders a t the  recital o f 
Spanifh cruelties, and Portuguefe conqueils. T h e  
th irft for gold feems to  have cxtinguifhed every 
fenfibility of the hum an heart. T o  compel the to r­
tu red  to  difcover their wealth, and to  fubm it to  
baptifm for the lalvation o f their fouls, difplays an 
atrocity o f character th a t m uft forever be execrated: 
we turn  from the fccncs recorded with iham e and 
indignation : fuch Chriftianity could only be the 
religion o f devils incarnate. As th e  reward for this 
difcovery, and the encouragem ent to  chriftianize 
the  heathen nations, the  imperial pontiff divided a 
world, the  very geography of which he did not 
underftand, between Spain and  Portugal ; and 
legalized the conqueils they ihould m ake by a 
folcmn gift o f all the countries they fhould difcover 
on each fide o f the line o f dem arcation ; as if  the 
undifputed title o f the  univerfe had veiled in him - 
fejf. T hus Africa, India, and the afflicted Am erica 
received the iirft founds o f the  name o f  Chrift 
through a medium th a t m uil have excited their 
terro r and abhorrence, inftead o f  w inning the firft 
affedlions o f the heart. Such Chriilians can hardly 
be faid to  have enlarged the pale o f  the C hurch : 
they were indeed made ilaves to  Home, b u t con ­
tinued  ftrangcrs to  tha t gofpel liberty with which 
Chrift has made us f re e ; and to  every real bleffing 
o f vital Chriftianity.
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ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH INTERNALLY.
M ID S T  the reign o f abufes and fuperftitions
o f every kind, the  itate  o f religion m ud  be 
grievouily debafed and depraved, as we behold it. 
Vice trium phed in indulgences, and they who had 
power to  abfolve each other were far from being dif- 
pofed to  inflict feverities, from the  confcioufnefs o f 
w hat them felves deferved. All crimes were venial 
b u t hereiy. A  name o f m oil extenfive im port, and 
com prifing all who doubted the  dogmas, or refilled 
the  dom inion o f the  R om an pontiffs : thefe the 
legions o f inquifitors purfued with fire and fw ord ; 
and if  they could not u tterly  extirpate them , they 
endeavoured to  th in  their ranks whenever they fell 
in to  their clutches, by mercilcfs executions.
T h e  extinction o f the  fe-ienceS with the  eaftern 
empire, drove a m ultitude  o f men o f letters from 
Conftantinople to  Italy , who, under the patronage 
o f the  famed M edici family efpecially, ferved to  re­
vive the drooping caufe o f literature, and produced 
a confiderable change in  the  fentim ents o f the  
fludents. F o r as th e  Greeks chiefly preferred
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PROGRESS OP THE EXTERNAL CHURCH... . ..'Hr;
A F T E R  ages o f  gloomy fuperilitiort, th e  reign o f ignorance, and primeval righ t, we have 
feen the  fun o f  righteOufnefs rifing with healing in  
his wings, to  difpel the  darfcnefs, and illum ine th e  
path , which alone can lead the  faithful to  the  ligh t 
o f  eternal day.
T h e  firuggle in  Europe, betw een tru th  and 
error, had been long and o b ilin a te ; and, however 
blefled th e  iiTue, the  effedts o f the  conteft were 
greatly  to  be deplored, as' having produced wars, 
which defolated the face o f  m any countries, and
V ol . I II . B  conflicts
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conflicts in all the lands o f Chriftendom  ; fome- 
tim es as fatal to  the  perfecutors, as to  the  per- 
fecuted.
T h e  com batants now had in a fo il reiled on 
their arms, and precluded, by the peace o f A ugf- 
burg , from attem pting  any confiderable inroads on 
each o ther’s territories by violence, the  Catholics 
and Proteftants began to  plan how they m ight ex­
tend  their influence over the  regions which had 
been lately difcovered. T h e  former, efpecially, 
hoped thereby to  recover fome indem nity in th e  
new C ontinent, for their Ioffes in the  old.
H erein , indeed, the  Catholics pofleflcd a great 
and manifefl advantage, no t only as united under 
one fpiritual head, b u t alfo becaufe the  grand dif- 
coveries had been made by thofe who profefied 
th e  faith o f R om e, and continued under her obe­
dience. T hefe all equally wifhed with the  popes 
them felves, to  propagate their own religion, and 
thus confirm a liirer and fafer dom inion over thofe 
whom they  had b rought under the  yoke, or hoped 
by m onkiih auxiliaries m ore eafily to  fubdue. N o ­
th ing  could m ore exactly concur with the  am bi­
tious views o f  the  papal fee. A  h o it o f m iilionaries 
ru ihed  into the  battle , zealoufly difpofed to  fpread 
th e  knowledge o f fuch C hriltianity as they  held, 
th rough  all the countries into which th e  arms or
com m erce
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com m crce o f Spain and Portugal had penetrated. 
W e  have feen th e  inftitution o f Jefuits exprefsly 
devoted to  this o b je c t: nor were the  o ther orders, 
roufed by their zeal and em ulation, behind them  
in the  work.
/
T o  direct their efforts moft effectually for fpread- 
ing  the popiih religion, and bringing  the  fubjected 
nations, and others, w ithin her pale, was am ong th e  
m oil im portant objects o f the  C hurch o f R om e.
W ith  this view, the  Pope eftablifhed a 
AN. 1622. congregation o f Cardinals, de fropa -  
ganda fide , whofe nam e exprefled their 
office. T o  defray every expcnce, a vaft endow-» 
m en t, fucceifivcly increafed, furnifhed the  m oft 
am ple means. T h e  miifionaries were educaledi 
conveyed, and fupplied with every neceflary. Se­
m inaries were eftablifhed for fuch heathen convert# 
as fhould be font to  E urope from the  different na­
tions. Books were prin ted  in all languages for 
th e  ufe o f the  miflions. A  provifion was m ade for 
erecting  fchools, and affording the  poor afliftance, 
w hether by m edicine, or under any tem poral w ant. 
In  ihort, every th ing  which could forward the  m if- 
fions was liberally fupplied. F rance  
AN. 1663 . copicd th e  example o f  R om e, and 
form ed an eftablifhm ent for the  fame 
purpofes. R egim ents o f  friars, b lack, white, and
B 2 grey,
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grey, were ready for em barkation, however dif- 
ta n t the voyage, or perilous the fervice.
T h e  Jefuits claimed the firft rank, as due to  their 
zeal, learning, and devotednefs to  the  holy fee. 
T h e  Dom inicans, Francifcans, and other orders, 
difputed the palm with them  : and jealous o f their 
fuperiority, as is th e  cafe ufually betw ixt rivals for 
fame, they impeached the  purity o f their motives ; 
im puted their zeal to  am bitious purpofes ; and 
accufed them  o f  fubjc& ing their converts to their 
own order, with a view to m ake m crehandife o f 
them . In to  thefe accufatiotts-probably much tru th  
entered, bu t more envy. Indeed, the  religion 
which any o f  thele tau g h t, was almoft, if  n o t alto­
gether, as far removed from the  fimplicity th a t is 
in Chrift, as the  Paganifm  from which the con­
verts were drawn. From  the com m encem ent of 
the miffions, the  congregation o f  cardinals has 
been employed in hearing and exam ining in n u ­
m erable memorials and crim inations againft the 
Jefuits, th e  moft grievous and difgraceful to  the  
Chriftian name. I confels, after confidering the 
accusations and the avowed principle o f popery* 
“  T h a t every fraud and artifice is pious, th a t tends 
“  to  prom ote the  interefts o f the Rom ifh C hurch ,” 
the  Jefuits feem fully vindicated. A dm itting  this 
allowed principle, they adled wifely. N one can
rcfufa
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refufe them  the  praife o f indefatigable labou r; 
and little doubt can be entertained, th a t the iffue 
o f their miffionary efforts would have been very 
different from what has happened, if they had not 
been fo often checked in their career : their fide­
lity to  the  feveral flates, under whofe patronage 
th e) 'a c ted , rendered fufpicious ; and their devo- 
tednefs to  the fee o f Rom e itlelf queftioncd. T he ir 
rivals infinuated, tha t they m eant only the  glory, 
riches, and increafe o f their own o rd e r ; and fa- 
crificed to  thefe every o ther confederation. W h e ­
th er this was really the  cafe or not, their iteps 
appear directed with the  moft confum m ate fkill, 
and crowned with aftonifhing fuceefs, T hey  it ti­
died the characters o f thofe with whom they had 
to  do, and fuitod themfelves alike to the peafant 
as the  noble. T hey  felcCled from their fociety, the 
inftrum ents beft qualified for their feveral fpheres 
o f  aCtion. T hey were phyficians, aftfonpmers, m a­
them aticians, painters, mufieians, artifts, in every 
occupation, tha t could render their talents fubfer~ 
vient to  miffionary pufpofes. T he ir gentle and 
infinuating m anners gained the confidence o f the 
natives where they refided. T hey  made themfelves 
agreeable as ufeful to  the, (1; peri or ranks : they 
condefcended to initruCt the  m ean e ft; they con- 
fulted the  different inclinations and habits of the 
■feyeral nations, and the  individuals o f each. In  
ihort, they determ ined to  becom e all th ings to  all
B 3 men,
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m en, th a t they m ight obtain th e  great object in 
th e ir view. T h e  new world, and the  Afiatic regions, 
w ere the  ch ief field o f  their labours. T hey  pene­
tra ted  into the  uncultivated recefles o f Am erica ; 
civilifed the  favages, and won them  to  habits o f 
induilry . T hey  vifited the untried regions o f Siam 
T onk in , and Cochinchina. T hey  entered the  vail 
em pire o f China itfelf ; infinuated them felves into 
th e  confidence o f tha t fufpicious people, and num T 
bcred millions am ong their converts. T hey  dared 
affront the  dangers o f the  tyrannical governm ent 
o f  Japan, and even there extended their conqueils 
in a m anner alm otl incredible. Jn India they af- 
ium ed the  garb and auilerities o f  the  Brahm ins ; 
and boafted on the  coails o f M alabar o f a thoufand 
converts baptifed in one year by a fingle miflionary. 
T h ey  could alike famiJiarife themfelves w ith the  
m agnificence and luxury o f the court o f Pekin, or 
■live on water and vegetables, like the  Jogis ; and 
whatever their adverfaries may object to  the  loofe- 
nefs o f their moral fyftem, the  conduct o f the  m if- 
Ìionaries was unim peachable ; otherw ile they  had 
neither attracted  or prelerved the  veneration o f  
th e ir dilciples— if they adm itted o f relaxation, it
was for them , and not for themfelves... . ; ; .. ; ',. : i • . • ■ < • *
T h a t their fufferings were great, 3S their labours 
w ere fuccefsful, we have the  m oil au thentic  evi­
dence. T h e  dreadful maflàcres in China and J a -
* ■ -  • • • • .U« .......................  . ■ . . . .
Pan^
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pan, proved them  fin ee re ; and at leaft, as true  
Catholics as any a t Rom e, or elfewhere.
R efpe£ting the  two great points laid to  their 
charge o f  endeavouring to  reconcile the  Chriftian 
G od, and the Chriilian dodtrine to  the  prejudices 
o f  the  difciples o f Confucius, m uch may be faid in 
their vindication.
1. W ith  regard to the  name o f  God. T h e  ufe 
o f  the  word Tien, which com m unicated the  idea 
o f  D eity  to  a Chinefe, m ight furely be adopted V 
w ithout offence : and if explained, be equally pro­
per, as any othftr term  of the  H ebrew  or G reek 
language.
2. W ith  regard to  th e  riles, and offerings paid 
to  their departed anceftors, fom ething more objec­
tionable may be found. T o  us who are no Papiits 
it  m uft appear equally indifferent, w hether the re- 
fpe6t be paid to  Confucius or a great grandfather, 
or to  St. Januarius, or St. Crifpin. A nd if  thefe 
rites were only refpeCfful m em orials, and no ido­
latrous vvorihip m eant, or offered, perhaps as m uch 
or more m ight be pleaded for them  than  for any 
European faints, many o f  whom are the  creatures 
o f  im agination, and never had an exiftence.
I  wonder
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I  wonder no t tha t thofe who had borne the  bu r­
den and heat o f the day, fhould objedt to  have 
priefts o f other orders fent from F rance and Italy 
to  prefide over, and direct the  m illions which their 
labours had eftabliihed, and count themfelves in-r 
fulted by fuch in te rfe rence ; and more than this, 
from the  pureft motives they m ight ju ltly  appre­
hend, tha t the work itfelf would fuffer by fuch in- 
trufion.
B ut, I may not enter farther into thefe injudici­
ous quarrels, fuffice it only to  obferve, tha t their 
effects were fatal to  the miffionary work. T h e  dis­
putes am ong the  mifftonaries afTeited their con­
verts, and every where produced contentions. T h e  
jealoufy o f the  governm ents was roufed. A  dread­
ful perfecution arofe in Japan. T h e  teachers, as 
well as the  difciples, fell vidtims to the  fury and 
fiifpicion o f th a t favage people ; and the  name of 
Chriftian there is no more had in rem em brance 
b u t  to  abhor it. A n, l 6 l5 .
J  In  China, a flourifhing aera gave brighter hopes 
o f perpetuity, b u t they too were blafted. T h e  
fame effects produced the  fame calamities ; and, 
though the prefent century left the  Jefuits poflefled 
o f  a noble church  at Pekin, w ithin the  imperial 
precincts, and their miilionaries fpread through
all
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all th a t country , and th e  M ongal T artary , th e  
nex t faw them  utterly  expelled the  empire, with 
great carnage, and funk never to  rife up again.
T h is  jealouiy o f the  Je lu its, and the final pre­
valence o f  their enemies, leading at laft to the fup- 
preffion o f their order in the next century, has 
proved eventually the m oil fatal blow to  th e  au­
thority  o f Rom e, and led almoft to  the  extinction 
o f  all miffionary labours am ong the  P ap ifts ; an 
event which every P roteftant will rather confider 
as aufpicious than  afflictive.
In  Africa, where th e  Portuguefe power prevail­
ed , the Capuchins were chiefly employed, lefs a rt­
ful and able indeed than the  difciples o f Loyola, 
b u t equally zealous. T hey  relate the wonders 
w rought by their m iniftry a t Benin, Soffala, and 
the  weft and fouthern eoafts o f Africa : b u t thole 
who have leen thefe negro Chriltians, the  Catho­
lics themfelves being judges, will with difficulty 
adm it them  to  a place in  the Church o f Chrift. 
T hough  they have been baptifed, and learned to  
m ake the  fign o f the  crols, in all the  eflentials o f  
Chriftianity, w hether o f  doctrine or practice, they  
differ little from their countrym en. I t  is am ong 
the  awful fcencs, viewed with anguifli by every 
feal Chriftian, tha t fo im m enfe a region o f  the
globe
t
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globe fhould be left to  this day funk in Pagan 
and M ahom edan darknefs, and lying in the  iliadow 
o f  death, and no effort m ade to  p luck  th e  brands 
from the burning.
N o t m uch more can be faid for all th e  Catholic 
converfions m ade from M exico to  the  Straits o f 
M agellan. T here  Spaniards and Portuguefe are 
alike buried in ignorance, fupcrftition, and profli­
gacy, even below their b igotted countrym en in 
E urope. W ith  fuch examples and fuch inftruClors, 
the  flate of the  poor natives may well be im agined ; 
im m erfed in their ancient fuperftitions, they  have 
added all th e  ceremonies and follies o f their new 
religion, to  the  abfurdities o f  the  old.
Y et let it be rem em bered, th a t however Jefuits 
o r Capuchins may be defpifed or condem ned by 
Proteftants, their conduct is to  us highly reproach­
ful. T h a t we who vaunt a purer Chriftianity, and 
have fo m any nobler motives to  anim ate our zeal, 
have been hitherto  fo backward in the  work o f 
heathen miflions, fo indifferent about enlarging 
the  borders o f  Im m anuel’s kingdom , and fo cold 
in our love towards the  fouls purchafed by his 
rnoft precious blood, m uil be confefled our gu ilt 
and fhame, and can neither be too deeply lam ent­
ed , or too foon am ended.
f
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A m ong the  P roteilants, it m ull be ow ned, the  
efforts to  fpread the  golpel in the  heathen world 
were few and feeble. A  zealous L utheran, E rne it, 
Baron o f  W ells, felt for the  honour o f  his profef- 
iion, and for the  glory o f  the  Lord, and fought to  
form a fociety for a P ro teilan t m illion ; b u t a  va­
riety  o f  im pedim ents difappointed his purpofes, 
and no effectual benefit refulted from the a ttem pt.
T h e  tw o great nations o f  Englifh  and D u tch  
were too m uch engroiled w ith their com m ercial 
Concerns to  take religion into their view, and u t­
terly  neglected this great object. Such a fchem e, 
indeed, was formed under Charles I. and 
A N . 164 7 . a fociety appointed under the  fandtion 
o f parliam ent for this purpofe : b u t th e  
confufions which followed, prevented anyconfider- 
able efforts being m ade during  the  civil wars. A nd 
zealous as Cromwell profefled him felf for C hris­
tianity , he  was too m uch taken up in fecuring his 
precarious dom inion at home, to  extend his con­
cern  to  the  heathen abroad. A t the  reiloration o f  
Charles the  Second, the  fociety was re-eftabliihed, 
b u t the  tem per o f tha t reign was little miffionary 
— the projedi languifhed in luke-w arm nels. All 
th a t can be called milfionary labour a t th a t tim e, 
m uft be afcribed to  the Puritans and N on-con- 
formifts, who fled to A m erica to  efcape the  p e r f e c ­
tions o f  governm ent a t hom e. Som e o f  thefe m en of
G od
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G od diilinguiihed their zeal in labours am ong the 
poor Indians, which were crowned with tokens o f 
divine favour. T h e  names o f Brainerd, 
a x .  l6 3 3 . M ayhew , and Shephard, deferve to  be 
had in rem em brance: and, above all, 
the  excellent E lliot, called th e  Apoftle o f the  In ­
dians, a title  m erited by his indefatigable labours, 
and fignal fuccefs am ong them  ; and m ore efpc- 
ctally by his tranilation o f the Scripturcs into their 
language, and thus enabling them  to  read and un- 
derftand the  oracles o f God. T hefe  attem pts iu 
A m erica  roufed the a ttention o f many at h o m e ; 
and another focicty, noble in its infiitution, was 
formed for promoting Chnjlian knowledge. I wifh
I  could  report the m ighty effects, and the  zealous 
labours o f the  miflionaries fent forth under their 
aufpices. Some good, however, has been done in 
India, and elfewhcre, and particularly in the im - 
m enfe num ber o f bibles and religious tracts, which 
have been difperfed through all parts o f the Britifh 
dominions ; and never can the  word o f G od be 
perufed without being the  favour o f life un to  life, 
or o f  death un to  death.
I  would m ention the efforts o f the D u tch , if  I 
could trace the brightnefs o f the  gofpel glory riling 
under their patronage. T h e  independents from 
Leyden, indeed, em igrated to  the D utch  colony 
in  N orth  Am erica, and \vcre am ong th e  flrft h a r ­
b ingers
bingers o f gofpel day ; and in all their fettlem ents 
the  reformed religion was fet u p ; though  I  find 
no record o f confiderable fuccefs in the ccmverfion 
o f  the heathen. In  Ceylon, indeed, and on the  
coaft o f M alabar, fome traces o f m iilionary labours 
rem ain. I may not conceal tha t in Japan , it is 
faid, they hold the only fpot which Europeans arc 
perm itted to  enter, and tha t purchafed for com ­
mercial purpofes, by denying that they are Chrif- 
tians, and tram pling on the  c ro fs : bu t I iliall not, 
for the  honour o f the Batavian nation, eafily adopt 
fo infamous a report. I t  is to  be lam ented, th a t 
vaft as their com m erce, and extenfive as th e ir fo­
reign fettlem ents have been, no vigorous miifionary 
efforts have yet been made, to  carry the glad tid ­
ings o f  falvation to  the  countries which Providence 
placed under their yoke, or b rought into connec­
tion  with them  : b u t my bufinefs is to  record what 
hath been done, rather than  to  blam e w hat hath  
been neglected.
T h e  am azing progrefs in all fcieritific a tta in­
m ents, peculiarly marks this' age : never perhaps 
before was fuch a conftellation o f fages feen upon 
this ftage o f earth, who carried philofophy to  its 
higheft pitch. From  the  great Bacon, Lord V eru- 
lam, who led the way at th e  com m encem ent o f 
this aira, to  the greater Sir Ifaac N ew ton, fuppofed
juftly
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ju ftly  to  be the  firft o f  hum an beings for in tellect, 
iifcoveries, and ex ten t o f knowledge. E ngland  
claims, ju ftly , th e  firft place in the  tem ple o f  
literary lam e. B ut o ther nations boaft alfo their 
produ& ions : Italy her Galileo, F rance her G af- 
fendi and Defcartes, G erm any her Leibnitz, and 
D enm ark her T ycho Brahe, with a thoufand o ther 
nam es o f  em inence, who eclipfed all thofe who 
had preceded them  in m athem atics, aftronomy, and  
natural philofophy ; and, indeed, in moft o ther 
branches o f knowledge, phyfic, chym iftry, hiftory, 
phifiology, and every k ind o f literature, facred or 
profane. In  every nation th e  language becam c 
m ore polifhed, and the w riters as elegant in their 
expreffions, as deep in their refearches. B u t thefe 
I  m uft pafs haftily over, as th e  more im m ediate 
fubjedt o f  the  C hurch o f  Chrift will furnifh abun­
d an t m atter.
Y e t it m uft no t be forgotten, th a t amidft th is 
Vaft acceffion to  th e  ftock o f hum an knowledge, 
m any reputed geniufes arofe, whofe fame (or fhall 
I  rather fay infamy) was bu ilt upon the  moft dar­
ing  attacks on revelation, or the  moft infidious a t­
tem pts to  underm ine it. T o  philofophize above 
w hat is w ritten , and for vain m an to  a ffe il to  be 
wifer than  G od, is too correfpondent with his fallen 
natu re , ready to  abufe the  nobleft faculties to  the
moft
m oil perverfe purpofes. O f  thefe, whilfl F rance 
furniihed her Van ini, and H olland  the  Jew  Spi­
noza, E ngland  exhibited, with a general profligacy 
o f m anners, under Charles II. fome o f  the  m od  
impious writers and the  m oil in fid e l; who took  
abundant pains to  diffeminate their dciftical and 
atheiftical tenets, and to  embolden in his wicked- 
nefs, the  fool who had faid (or a t lead hoped) 
in his heart, th a t there  is no G od. Such were 
H obbes, Toland, and th e  Lords H erbert, R oches­
ter, and Shafteibury, who endeavoured, partly by 
reafoning, partly by ridicule, to  overturn the faith 
o f  the  unilable profeflor, or to  harden the  hearts 
o f  th e  profligate. M any, indeed, in ilantly  arofe 
to  lift up the  ihield againil the  fiery darts o f  the  
wicked : and tha t great and able R obert Boyle, 
who is faid to  have always read th e  Scripture 
on  his knees, zealous for divine tru th , as em i­
n en t in philofophical difcoveries, in ilitu ted  a con- 
ilan t annual courfe o f  ledlures, in defence o f th a t 
religion, which thefe fceptical philofophers endea­
voured to  fupplant and deftroy. L e t it  be how­
ever particularly noted, th a t the great lum inaries 
o f  the age, were the  ilrenuous defenders o f divine 
revelation. N ew ton, Locke, Boyle, M aclaurin , 
and others, alike diilinguifhed for fcience, gloried 
in  believing on the  Lord Jefus Chriit. N o t tha t 
the  faith o f  the  gofpel ilands in th e  wifdom o f  m an, 
b u t in th e  power o f  God.
T h e
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T h e  general ilate o f  the  C hurch will be feel!, 
as  we pafs in review the  feveral m em bers o f  which 
i t  was compofed ; th e  Papifts, th e  G reeks, and  th e  
P ro te f ta n ts : the  latter o f which will m ore efpe- 
cially engage ou r a tten tion , as in the  others little 
elfe will be found than darknels, and th e  fhadov? 
o f  death.
K
CHAP.
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C H A P . II .
ON THE ROMISH CHURCH.
TH E  com m cnccm ent o f  this century beheld the  C hurch o f R om e apparently fixed upon 
an immoveable bafis in Europe, flretching ou t her 
arm s to  the  new world, and em bracing both the  
Indies. By th e  itrenuous efforts o f her jefuitical 
phyficians, her deadly w ound appeared to  be heal­
ed, and florid health reitored to  her countenance. 
B ut it was only the  fluih in the  cheek o f the hec­
tic  ; the m atter was fecretly collecting in the  vi­
tals, and all the  fearful confum ptive fymptoms, 
which we now witnefs, were preparing ; and this 
from a fource little apprehended ; from men o f no 
weight in any fiate, living chiefly by their pens, 
and fupporting themfelves by the  diffpfion o f  
writings, p regnan t with the virus o f  infidel philo- 
fophy. T o  appearance the  flate o f popery feemed 
m oil aufpicious : th e  Catholic intereil riling high 
in th e  barom eter o f politics, and the  Catholic reli­
gion fpreading openly, or fecretly, th rough  all the 
corners o f  the  e a rth ; b u t a deadly worm preyed on 
the  flouriihing gourd, which overihadowed the  
papal throne.
Rom e,
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Rom e, the centre o f Italy, looked round with 
exultation upon all the countries, from the  Alps 
to  Calabria, Sicily, Sardinia, Corfica, and o ther 
iiles o f the  M editerranean and Adriatic fea ; and 
not a foul dared peep, or a tongue m utter heretical 
pravity. T he  inquiiition and th ep ric f ts  had effec­
tually  laid the ax to  the  root o f the  tree, and left 
not a trace o f protellantilm  rem aining.
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Spain and Portugal had exerted equal vigour, 
and Jclui'ts and tnqüifitors ferreted out every lu rk ­
in g  hole o f'hb fefy . E r e n 'th e  poor Jews were 
compelled to  croTs Ihcm felves/ and with the  more 
concentred  venom ’ fhut up in their hearts, to  cover 
it  w ith a greater zeal for fupefftition and the  cere­
m onies of the C hurch. : * •
F rance, afpiring to  univerfal m onarchy, and m e­
nacing the  nations around with fervitude, had be­
gun  effectually a t home, by the  m oil flagitious 
acts o f  defpotic violence towards the  Proteftant 
heretics. T h é  popifh clergy and dragoons fupplied 
the. place o f inquifitors. N o t a congregation re ­
m ained o f all the ilourifhing churches which once 
fpread over the bofom o f tha t vail country. T he ir 
worfhip interdicted, their marriages declared ille­
gal, and oppreilion in every fhape and form , 
w eighing them  in to  the duft o f death. T hough  
their num bers, clpecially in th e  South o f F rance ,
were
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were great, they were compelled to  hide all pro- 
feifion o f their religion. I t was death for a Pro- 
teftan t m iniiler to  exercife his functions, and im- 
prifonm ent and confifcation-, a t leail, for thofe who 
attended or concealed him. T h e  defpotic Lewis 
the  F ourteen th , with his jefu it confeflbr and their 
crew, plotted n ight and day the u tte r extinction o f 
the  P roteilant name ; and indeed had nearly ef­
fected it : and w hat is equally to  be lam ented, 
thefe fufferings o f the Protcftants, though they in - 
creafed their abhorrence o f popery, produced no 
Spiritual change for the  better, b u t for the  worfe. 
T he  peculiar doctrines o f the  reformed, had un ­
happily been debafed from primitive purity, by an 
adm ixture o f  the  Arm inian leaven ; and the con­
duct o f the Proteilants in F iance  difplayed no 
fuch traits o f fpirituality, as manifefted anyflrik ing  
im provem ent in moral excellence, or Chriftian 
graces. T he ir fouls loft the  vigour oV religion, as 
their perfons became m ore enflaved by defpotifm. 
T h e  am azing incjreafe o f popery in F rance is in ­
calculable ; from a th ird  o f  the  kingdom  which 
had been enlightened, there were few men left, 
and thofe driven into holes and hiding places : for 
when the  fuppreilion o f all public worfhip is long 
continued ; every means ufed to  harrafs and op- 
prefs on the one hand, and to  feduce and allure 
on the o th e r ; defpair o f  help from w ithout, and 
eonfcioul'nefs of inability to  refill w ithin, what can 
V o l . III. K  longer
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longer Support the  falling caufe ? hum anly Speak­
ing, it rauft fink under the  burden.
T h e  Sovereigns o f  the H oufe o f Auftria, as bi- 
gotted as ever, feconded with their w eight every 
wile o f eeclcfiaftical and jefnitical miffionaries i 
th rough all the extent o f their dom inions, they 
pcrfecuted the profeifion o f Proteftantifm  ; and 
endeavoured to extinguiih every latent fpark. A uf- 
tria, Bohemia, M oravia, the  Low Countries, and 
all their o ther fiefs or dependencies, fcarccly per­
m itted a P roteftant to  breathe the vital aiu.
T h e  o ther countries o f popery, am ong which 
the  Palatinate, once fo famous for Proteftantifm , 
was now reckoned, ufed the fame arts and oppref- 
f io n s ; and often no help rem ained for the  poor 
people, bu t to forfake the  ungrateful land o f their 
nativity, and Seek an aSylum am ong G rangers; 
and even to  tranfport tbemfelves into th e  new 
world, in order to  efcape the  malice o f their per­
secutors.
A nd in the  countries where Papiils and F ro - 
teflants were ftill mixed, and the Same defpotic 
proceedings were fufpended by conftitutional laws, 
treaties, or m ore com m only by political considera­
tions, lead their neighbours fhould interfere and 
fupport the oppreiied ; Still the w eight o f  power,
and
and the  wiles o f jefuitifm  imd m onkery, bore hard 
upon the  confcicnces o f m en, and produced very 
lam entable effedts irt the perverfion o f many from 
the  faith. T h u s  Poland, H ungary , TranSylvania, 
Suffered, and o ther countries in iim ilar fituations ; 
and many converts to popery are faid to have en ­
larged the Rom ifh pale. N o r in the  Proteftant 
countries themfelves was this unobfcrvable : and 
fome founded the alarm, though few lifted up  the  
Standard to  refifi the  inroads o f the  enemy.
B r i t a i n , now rifen to  be the  firft am ong the  
nations, held ft ill in her bofom too many popifh 
recufants, and enemies to  the  Protefjant Saith. In  
Some o f her dom inions, the  Catholics exceeded the  
Proteftant-s, four or five to  one, as in  Ireland. 
N um erous bodies rem ained in Scotland and E n g ­
land, which, though kept down by lawsj too Se­
vere in many particulars' the  lenity o f the govern­
m ent fcarcely ever pu t into excitation, and con­
nived at their tranfgreffion. H eftce their wor'fhip, 
though forbidden, was maintained;, it can hardly 
be Said, Secretly, as their houfes o f m eeting w ere 
as well know n as thofe o f  o ther diflenters ; and 
the  to lerating  Spirit univerSally diffufed, no t only 
protected them  from infult, bu t em braced them  
with all th e  eivilities o f intercourfe, and w inked 
at the  fedu&ions which now and then  appeared, 
th rough  the  Secret m achinations o f  their priefts and
K  % " emiflaries.
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emiflarieS. I t  m u d  be acknowledged, tha t the. ba­
lance was kept pretty nearly even, not fo m uch by 
any converfions wrought through Proteftant efforts, 
as by interefled motives ; when the nobles, to  pof- 
fefs an hereditary feat in parliam ent ; or the politic 
and ambitious to enter the Houfe o f Commons, 
or the magiftracy, from which, by the  profeiiion 
o f popery they were excluded, renounced one re­
ligion to em brace the o th e r ; w ithout being a whit, 
more Proteftants afterwards, than they were. Pd pi its 
before. A nd as infidelity had made fo great a 
progrefs in all lands, it was not at all to  be won­
dered, th a t m e n  of no principle em braced tha t 
profeiiion o f religion, which m oft' correfponded 
w ith-their avarice or ambition; T o  thefe chiefly 
in protefiant countries were the  conyerflons from 
popery to. be traccd.
T h e  cafe was m uch the  fame in H olland and 
Switzerland* T h e  northern Proteftants were either 
lefs annoyed with- th e  horde, o f Jefuits, or more 
tenacious to  fupprefs a religion which they feared 
and hated.
Yet the  progrefs o f popery in Europe, though  
great, bore a fmall proportion to  the fpread o f it 
in diftant lands. From  Canada to  Louiiiana, the  
F rench  had erected an empire th a t threatened th e  
Britifh colonies’; and their num erous emiflaries
am ong
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am ong the Indian tribes, had b rought many of 
them  to the name o f Chriilian, and to  baptifm ; 
and, in order to  m ake them  furer tools for their 
grand m onarch, had enliitcd them  under the  bah- - 
ners o f Rome.
B u t th e  vail foreign empires were thofe o f Por* 
tugal and Spain, elpecially the latter, com pre­
hending the whole continent o f America on the  
Pacific O cean, from north to fouth ; at leafl from 
California to  the  extrem ities o f Chili ; and on th e  
other fide, all the  imm enfe regions tha t lie round 
the  bay o f M exico, with the vail and num erous 
iflands, befides the unknown boundlefs regions to  
the fouth. T h e  Brazils, with their dependencies, 
Portugal occupied : both nations were the  obfe- 
quious votaries o f Rom e. W ith  inquifitorial watch- 
fulnefs, hoils o f jefuits and friars o f every rank and 
colour, (this being the paradife o f m onkery) took 
care th a t not a fpark o f P ro teilan t pravity fhould 
ever enter their dom inions; determ ined to m ain­
tain  inviolate the devotion and profligacy, the  ig­
norance and purity o f the  Catholic faith, which 
diilinguiihed thele favoured lands. T he  vail Phi­
lippine Iflands enjoved the  fame advantages ; and 
every where, negroes or Indians, flaves or free m en, 
increafed the num ber o f Rom ifh fubjcdls.
China
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C hina was now filled with miffionaries and con­
verts, and threatened almoft to  become Chriftian ; 
and in the Eaft Indies, efpecially on the coafts o f 
M alabar, and even to  the g u lf  o f O rm us, the zeal­
ous miffionaries eredtcd their crofs, and enlifted a 
num erous holt under their banners. Africa afford­
ed gold and ivory, and ilaves, and converts. T h e  
coafts o f M ozam bique, and thofe weftward waihe4 
by the  waves o f the  A tlantic , heard and received 
th e  difciplcs o f Loyala. Indeed, they had ftrong 
inducem ents to  quicken their diligence and extend 
their empire : for, befides the ineflimable benefits 
o f  popery conferred upon thefe various colours o f 
m ankind, they contrived to make it anfwer to  their 
own order, and to fecurc to  themfelves commercial 
advantages, from which one o f their firft objedts 
was to  exclude all their m onkifh rivals ; and to be 
the  princes as well as priefts o f thofe whom they 
had won to  the  profeffion o f the  popifh faith.
I  am obliged to caft only a rapid glance on thefe 
eonquefts that encircle the  terreftrial g lo b e ; in all 
which, a t the beginning o f this century , popery 
had eredted her dom inion ; and tha t principally by 
the  means 'o f  her jefu it miffionaries. W hoever 
confiders this extenfion o f  empire, will be ready 
to  cry out, as it is w ritten, “ W h a t city is like unto 
“ this g rea t city !” and how natural was the  ela­
tion
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tion  o f her pride, tha t Said, “  I fit a queen, and 
“  am no widow, and ihall fee no Sorrow.” B ut 
her day was com ing, and to every tru e  Proteftant 
it m uil be m atter o f exultation to  trace the fteps 
o f  her fall, and to  fee the image o f jealoufy Smit­
ten , by the  itone hewn ou t o f the  m ountain w ith­
ou t hands. “  Sing ye heavens, for the Lord hath 
“  done i t : rejoice over her thou heaven, and ye 
“ holy apofties and prophets, for God hath avenged 
“ you on her.”
Am id ft all the apparent greatnefs and glory o f 
Rom e, various lecret caufes were w orking hen- dil- 
Solution.
T h e  kings o f  the  earth, though they gave their 
power to  the beaft, for purpofes o f their own am ­
bition, yet in a variety o f contelts had learned the 
contem ptibility o f papal anathem as ; and this pe­
culiar benefit the Reform ation had generally pro­
duced, tha t the popifli m onarchs themfelves had 
been lefs fubmiffive, and more decifive, th a t in 
their feveral kingdom s, all interference with their 
governm ents becamc not the  Spiritual father ; and 
therefore, whilft they continued to  kifs the  feet o f 
th e  pontiff himfelf, and profefs the  m olt devoted 
reverence for his perfon, they made no fcruple to  
defpife the  m andates ifl'ucd by him, m aking a dif- 
fcreucc between the  Pope and the papal lcc.
K 4 T h e
T h e  hum iliating fubmiilions o f Rom e, to  the 
infolent m onarch o f France, we have feen. N aples, 
Sardinia, Portugal, Spain, all in their turns, w her­
ever their regalities, privileges, and im m unities, 
were trenched upon, clipped the  wings o f the dra­
gon, and left him only the fhadow o f that power, 
w hich, before the Reform ation, had been exercifed 
w ithout controul. Every difpute dem onftrated the  
increafing feeblenefs o f the papal arm, when opi­
nion no longer fupported the  terror of his ana­
them as.
T h e  inquifition in Spain and Portugal, becam e 
a ftate engine directed by governm ent, and not 
an independent court controuled by foreign emif- 
faries.
T h e  fharp difputes which reigned between the 
m em bers o f the C hurch, Jefuits and Dom inicans, 
Jefuits and Janfenifts, contributed greatly, by the  
w ritings on both fides, to  open m en’s eyes, and to  
lead them  to the exercife o f their own understand­
ings in the m atters difputed ; efpecially, they  ten d ­
ed to bring into d-ifcredit, th a t body, o f all others 
the  moft dangerous, becaufe m oil fervile to the 
Romifh pontiffs. T h e  jealoufy o f  the m onkifh 
tribes, and all their w eight and influence at Rom e, 
backed the b itter accufations againit the Jefuits, 
refpedting their foreign miffions. Chioa, by thefe 
' '  ■ • difputes.
]3 S  IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF [Per. 3.
Cent. 18.] THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 137
difputes, became fub je it to  different decifions : 
fometimes the  P o n tiff’s m andates were obeved,
J  *
fometimes the Jefuits refifted. T h e  iffue was the  
expulfioh o f all the  miffionaries, and the  vanifli- 
ing  o f all their churches, as the  m eteor o f the 
night.
T heir b itter perfecution o f the Janfenifts awaken - 
cd a return of ^ enmity. T hough  their power pre- 
vailed at Rome, and with a bigot king, yet many 
who were difgufted with the  bulls iffued, looked 
to  a future council, unable to procure prefent re- 
drefs. T hus was there roufed up a fpirit of refent- 
m ent agatnft thefe jefuitical perfec.utors, that only 
waited the m om ent of vengeance. A n". 1713.
T h e  famous book of Quefnel, which produced 
the bull “ c n i g e n i t u s ,”  fo called from the word 
with w hie tv it begins, deferves a m om ent’s a tten­
tion, as probably to  this eventually the  fall o f  this 
fociety may be traced. In to  this book were cle-J  J
gantiy in troduced  the principles for which Janfe- 
nius had been already condem ned : an-d the ftvle
J  ‘ J
was fo pleafing, and the annotations on the New 
T eftam ent fo fpiritual and anim ated, tha t it was 
read with the greateft delight. I t  had reached 
R om e ; and R enaudot, a French Abbé, going on 
a vifit to  the Pope, found him reading the new 
publication. “ T h is / ’ fays he to  the  Abbé, “ is
“ an
138 IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF [Per. 3.
/
‘f an excellent book. W e  have nobody at R om e 
“ capable o f w riting in this m anner. I  wifh I 
“  could engage the au thor to  refide here.”  T h e  
eagle eyes o f the  Jefuits had feen through the  dc- 
fign o f Qucfnel, to  give weight and confequence 
to  their Janfenifi: enemies, whom they wifhed to  
cru ih . T he ir cries therefore o f herefy furrounded 
the  P o n tiff ; and though the book was fo excellent 
before, they infifled on his reading-it again with 
jefuit fpeétacles, and extracting from it, and con­
dem ning one hundred and one propofitions as he­
retical, or o f heretical tendency. T his bull fet 
the  kingdom  o f F rance in a flame. A  vafl: m ul­
titude  had read and approved father Quefnel : 
cardinals, bifbops, and clergy innum erable, per­
ceived in the  work Angular unétion ; and not 
viewing it through the fame glafles, could dilco- 
ver nothing like heretical pravity in it. T h e  Pro- 
tefiants, by this bull were convinced no abufe a t 
Rom e would ever be corrected ; and the  m oderate 
Papifts, who were not Janfenilts, were highly of­
fended to  fee thofe d od rines  o f predcflination and 
grace, fo peremptorily condem ned as herefy, which 
the  Fathers, St. A uguftin, and the C hurch, had 
been fuppofed to hold as orthodox.
T h e  difpute was long and fharp in France. T h e  
Jefuits carried the day. I t became the  law o f the 
land. Y ou  m uíl fubferibe the  bull unigenitus, or
have
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have no facraments. Oppreffions, baniihm ents, 
excom m unications followed. T h e  oppoiition made, 
and fometimes the means employed were, it m uft 
be confeiîèd, highly difcreditable to  the  Janfenift 
caufe. T hey  had better tem pered weapons to  de­
fend thernfelves, than  vifions and miracles a t the 
tom b o f the  Abbé Paris. T hefc indeed they alfo 
wielded, and with effeét. T hey  laid open the 
moral fyftem of the Jefuits, and ftam ped it with 
deferved infamy. T hey  awakened the  attention o f 
the  popilh powers to their political co ndyé tand  de- 
iigns. T hey  charged them  with ercdting in Pa-  ^
raguay, an independent Sovereignty ; and under 
pretence o f preferving their converts from the con­
tam inating  examples o f Portuguefe and Spaniards, 
o f  having excluded them  from entering  their 
nfiifions. T h e  m ercantile tranfaétions o f this 
wily body excited th e  jeûlouiy o f  the commercial 
world. U n d er the  cloak o f piety and converfions 
they endeavoured to  monopolize the trade o f the  
country , which they had reduced to  their obedi­
ence. T h e  gain o f the m erchant, as well as the 
au thority  c f  the m onarch, thus trenched upon, 
raifed an hoit o f  irritated and powerful opponents. 
Sufpicious connections with thofc who attem pted 
to  aifaifinate the K ing o f Portugal ; and open re­
finance to  the  Spanifh and Portuguefe forces on 
fixing the limits o f their feveral fettlem ents in 
South Am erica, iifued in their compleat deftrtao
tion.
¿ion. By a fudden and unexpected ftroke, with­
out confulting Rom e, the  Catholic princes conlpir- 
ed their ruin, and they were all feized and baniihed 
in the  fame m om ent from Spain, Portugal, and 
F ra n c c ; brought home by Ihip loads from all the 
foreign dominions o f thefe powers; and packed o tf 
for Rom e their p ro tech ice ; bu t now unable longer 
to  defend her jcfuitical fatellites. After a while the 
concurrent demands of the  popilh m onarchs com ­
pelled the reluctant pontiff G anginelh, {o diiiolve 
th e  focic^y, leaft jefuitical malice and revenge 
m ight jffue in fome dcftruCtive enterprife, unlefs 
cruihed never to  rife up again. A x. 1773,
W ith  them  the  glory o f R om e departed. T h e  
great barrier was broken down which held the con­
sciences o f men enilaved to  the Rom an fee ; and 
freer fcope was given to  the  infidel philofophy to  
lift up its head with confidence, when it had thefe 
argufes no longer w atching the  approaches to 
hereiy.
O f  all the caufes which have contributed to the 
hum iliation o f Rome, none fo effectually operated 
as the prevailing tenets o f infidelity ; which diffufed 
themfelves am ong all the  literati, and moft dif- 
tinguifhed gcniufes o f  the  Rom ifh C hurch. T hp 
progrefs was filent b u t wide. T h e  famous, or in­
famous Rouifeauj D 'A lem bert, H elyetius, and
th a t
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th a t moil: agreeable b u t Seductive and unprincipled 
writer, V oltaire,contributed to charge the  mine and 
lay the train , which could not fail, with the  firft. 
m atch kindled, to  explode and overturn not only 
all the  trum pery o f popery, bu t to raife a fpirit 
equally inimical to all defpotic governm ents; nay 
threatening an univerfal revolution in lociety, by the  
changes it was fuited to  produce both in religion 
and politics. Lord Chcfterfield, a pupil o f this 
fchool, when in F rance long ago, forefaw the ine­
vitable coirfequcnces which we have witneiTed. 
A nd what is lingu lar enough, the  wide fpreadings 
o f . Arm inianifm , which in feded  the  Proteffant 
countries, hare  begun even in them  to give way to 
the more phiJoSophical doctrine o f necejfity, leading 
to  fata!ifm, and ending in athclfm . N one gave 
greater weight to  thefc opinions than Frederic  the 
G reat o f Pruffia, the  patron and high prieft o f in­
fidelity : he contributed to  lpread it by his own 
w ritings'and  example, and to  protect it by every 
encouragem ent. T h o u g h  F rance was the  fruitful 
fource, Berlin was the  focus where the  Scattered 
rays were collected, and where they beamed with 
peculiar luitre. T h e  Superior orders o f the  Rom iih 
clergy themfelves having drank into this' philofo- 
phical fpirit, made no vigorous efforts to  fupprefs its 
progrefs, and little apprehended the  fatal conSe- 
quences to  themfelves, to  which it was imper­
ceptibly leading. T h e  life o f diffipation which pre­
vailed
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vailed alio, in fo fearful a m anner, deilrudlive o f 
every precept o f  the gofpel, prepared willing dif- 
ciples for infidel principles. It was abundantly 
eafier, and it m ud  be confefled m uch more ra­
tional, to  fuppofe tha t there was noihing after 
death, and fo to quiet every uneafy apprehenfion, 
than to  receive the abfurdities o f purgatory, and be 
a t the  pains o f penance, or fubm it to  th e  purchafe 
o f indulgences.
M oreover, the  increafe o f knowledge in general 
guarded men from the pious frauds which had been 
fuch powerful engines o f facerdotal delufion. T h e  
priefls themfelves began to  blufh at their own 
tr ic k s ; and all the m en o f intelligence would 
cordially have wifhed to  ge t rid o f them  ; b u t they 
feared the people, whofe credulity required impofi- 
tion . So they wifely, in their ideas, tolerated the 
prevailing fuperditions, to  avoid what they regard­
ed as the  greater evil, the  acknow ledging papal 
fallibility, the  loofening the  pontifical dom inion, 
and em boldening the  prying eye o f curiofity to  
look into its abufes.
O w ing to  thefe and a variety o f other caufes, the  
papal th rone funk in its revenues, as in its au tho­
rity— little  flowed into its coffers. O ne kingdom  
after another flopped the  fatal drain, which had
poured
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poured from every land into th a t gulph the wealth 
o f nations, to be diffipated by nepotifm , or a baftard 
progeny.
B u t above all o ther caufes o f the  hum iliation of 
papal dom ination, the  m olt m enacing and deftruc- 
tive have arifen from the ambitious rulers o f F rance, 
who, under pretext o f liberty, having feized the  
governm ent, erected a tyranny more bloody and 
oppreffive than  th a t againit which they revolted. 
A fter m urdering their Sovereign, plundering and 
degrading the  nobles, levelling every diftinftion o f  
rank, overturning every ancient eftablifhm cnt a t 
hom e, abolifhing the convents, (hu tting  up the  
churches, baniihing or m urdering, with the  mofi: 
inhum an cruelty , all the  ecclefiaftics who refufed 
to  bow to their dictates, they  burft as a to rren t 
on the  neighbouring nations, every where defo- 
lating the R om iih  C hurch, and Sweeping away its 
trum pery ; m elting down the iilver Saints and their 
ilir in e s ; caSting the  bells into cannon, and con­
verting the  churches and convents into barracks or 
work-fhops. T h u s Suddenly all the imm enfe wealth 
of the  clergy diilolved as Snow before the Sun- 
beams. T h e  whole eccleiiaftical property feized, 
Sold, and diffipated ; religion was left to  take care 
of itfelf. T h e  bigotted  country  o f the N ether­
lands has {hared the  fame fate w ith Savoy, the Sad 
Scene of former bloody perfecutions ; and itill the
gigantic
gigantic ogre o f revolution (talked on over the  
proftrate and trem bling nations around, and all 
Chriftendom  flood aghaft whereunto this would 
grow. Germ any difm em bered, Switzerland fubju- 
gated, and all Italy plundered, from M ilan  to  
Naples, and crum bled into pieces, under the  fleet­
ing  name o f republics, and after the  model and 
under the contrOul o f their harfh ftep-m other : 
K ings hurled from their thrones, the Pope bim felf 
a prifoner, and R om e reduced to  be an incon- 
fiderable appendage and fubjedt to  the  vaunted 
G reat N ation ; wbilft Spain trem bling fubmits to  
becom e little better than a dependent province^ 
and Portugal attem pted to  purchafe a tem porary 
refpite, dreading to  be fvvallowed up by the m on- 
iier. Am idft thefe convulfions, expectation firetch­
ed out her neck, as if liftening for the angei’s voice, • 
when he fliould cry, “  Babylon the G reat is fallen.)
“  is fallen for it appeared highly ptobable tha t 
the tim e was come for the  fulfilment o f the  pro­
phetic word, “  A nd a m ighty angel took up a 
“  ftone like a great milfione, and cafi: it into the  
“  fea, faying, thus with violence fhall tha t great 
“ city Babylon be throw n down, and fhall be found 
“  no more a t all.” A  fudden reverfe, in which 
nationally we cannot b u t rejoice, fee ms in its con- 
fequence for a m om ent to  iufpend the  threatened 
deftrudlion o f popery. W h eth er the carved work 
which hath beenlDroken down with thefe axes and
ham m ers
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ham m ers can be repaired, and the  foundations 
which have been underm ined, be propped up a 
little  longer, only the  fpirit o f  prophecy can fore­
tell. Every tru e  P ro teftan t cannot b u t w ith th a t 
G od  would haiten the  period when the  popiih 
power ihall fall never to  rife up  again, and the  
kingdom s o f the world becom e th e  kingdom s o f 
th e  Lord and o f his Chrift.
M eantim e it may no t be unprofitable to  pafs in 
review the  feveral popiih countrieSj and the  fiate o f 
religion in each o f them .
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IT A L Y .
IT A L Y , th e  ch ief region o f  papal empire, has been jufily  branded by one o f our noble au­
thors, as th e  feat o f “ illiberal vices," which walk 
by the  fide o f  fuperflition in the open front o f day, 
and refufe to  be aiham ed.
Italy comprifes,
I .  NAPLES AND ITS DEPENDENCIES.
T hefe, long held as fiefs o f Rom e, after under­
going a variety o f changes, refted under a branch 
o f  the  Bourbon Spanifh family, and for fome tim e 
have enjoyed independence. M any difputes with 
Rom e, were in general carried againft the  pontiffs, 
from whom at laft they have em ancipated them - 
felves entirely, and pay no longer the  former m ark 
o f  feudal hom age. In  thefe countries not a fpark 
o f  evangelical tru th  rem ains. T hey  are funk  into 
th e  lovvefl dregs o f popery. F o r fome tim e pail in ­
deed they have begun to  be initiated into the  
rnyfieries o f m odern philofophy, and dared to  dis­
believe. M any o f th e  fuperior ranks o f  life, the
nobles,
to  quicken, cOmfort, and encourage each others 
hands and heartsHn the  work o f  the  Lord. W e  
rejoice in the  profpeCh and know ing th a t Chriit 
is no t divided, ihare thejr blcflings as our own. 
W e  with to  be provoked to  s j e a l o u f y  b y  their ex­
am ple, and to  fee the  L u theraK C hurch  a praife 
in  the  earth.
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C H A P . VI.
ON THE REFORMED CHURCH.
IF  we efiimate the  ex ten t o f the  Reform ed C hurch by the  vaftnefs o f empire, and com ­
mercial fettlem ents poiicfied by thofe who m ake 
profeffion o f that faith, we (hall fee her fpreading 
forth her arms to both the  Indies, and em bracing 
th e  habitable globe. Before the late unhappy con- 
te li with America, peopled phiefly by em igrants 
from E.igl. nd, Chriftianity had fpread its ligh t 
and power, no t merely through  the  provinces 
which border the  A tlantic, bu t had penetrated 
deep in to  the interior reccifes of that immenfe re­
gion ; and fome noble efforts had been m ade to  
com m unicate to  the w andering Indians the  know ­
ledge of falvation. T h e  vaft iiland o f N ew found­
land was colonifed for the  fake o f the fifhery ; and 
♦ he gofpel has been fince planted there, with fome 
happy and increafing effedt. Even the  favage coaft 
o f Labrador, th rough the zeal o f the M oravians, 
has received the  light o f the tru th  ; and in the 
highefl northern latitudes, England  has eftablifhed 
forts and fadtories, though I have never yet heard 
of any miffionary labours at H u d fo n ’s Bay or its,
dependencies.
dependencies. Canada has added a new field. 
T hough  popery is frill the dom inant religion, th e  
governm ent is proteftant, and an open door fet for 
the  gofpcl there to  enter. O f  the ita tc  o f religion 
in all this vaft northern C ontinent, I fhall fpeak 
hereafter, obferving only, tha t amidft many deckn^  
fions and revivals, m uch o f the  power o f godlineis 
ye t rem ain s ; and fome vigorous efforts have been 
m ade o f late, th rough  the  zeal o f  different bodies, 
to  roufe up a deeper fenfe o f divine th ings in the  
m inds o f  th a t vait nation, no t yet well confoli- 
dated, though it is hoped, daily fettling  on a firmer 
bafis. W ith  toleration o f all denom inations, the 
reformed religion is th a t generally profeffed in  
N orth  Am erica, w hether 'by  Epifcopalians, P ref- 
byterians, or Independents, and m any others, o f  
the  various fe£ls, which every where people th a t 
jm m enfe republic.
In  the  Eaft, th e  extenfive fettlem ents and con- 
quefts o f Englifh and D u tch , have greatly  reduced 
th e  Portuguefe and p o p e ry ; m any veftiges o f  
which rem ain in the Carnatic, and on the  coaft o f  
M alabar. Y et it m uft be lam ented, th a t io little  
efforts have been made by either o f thefe powers, 
proportionate to  their ability, and the  greatnels o f  
their empire, to  fpread the  knowledge o f  falvation 
th rough  the  countries o f  their obediencc. W h a t 
p ligh t no t H olland have done from Batavia, ar.d
her
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her immenfe ex ten t o f  infular dom inion ? W h a t 
from Ceylon ? W h a t from the  Cape o f Good 
H ope  ? W h a t from innum erable o ther parts where 
Batavian arms have trium phed, and their conquefts 
fpread ? Every where, indeed, in their capital ci­
ties and fettlem ents, they  have eftablifhed their 
religion, and fent minifters to  officiate ; b u t I have 
not yet heard o f any attem pts to  evangelize the  
natives, nor o f a iingle miffionary am ong an hun- 
dred thoufand Chineie fettled a t Batavia. C om ­
m erce and gain feem to have engrofied their a t­
ten tion . Indeed, I am forry to  record, th a t they  
have rather frowned on miffions, and inftead o f 
forw arding the  labours o f the  good M oravians, 
both a t the Cape and in Am erica, have obftru& ed 
th e  work, and eyed with jealoufy and averiion, the 
noble and diiinterefted labourers, who, for the  
fa)ce o f the  poor heathen have been w illing to fpend 
and be fpent. T hey , as m any others, are afraid, 
lead: th e  knowledge o f the  liberty w ith which 
Chrift hath m ade us free, fhould loofen the  yoke 
o f  tyranny and oppreffion, under which in general 
th rough  the Eaft the  natives are held ; a t Ieaft 
th is is generally m ade the  pretext for oppofition. 
T hough  nothing can be clearer, than th a t natives 
o f our own religion, and attached to  us by thefe 
moft powerful bonds, m ud  prove our beil friends 
and auxiliaries : b u t bigotry is as blind, as com ­
m erce is jealous and rapacious.
T h e
T h e  Englifh  ex ten t o f foreign empire is ftill 
m ore vail, and o f late increaiing to  a m agnitude 
ra ther terrifying. Bengal alone, with the fettle- 
m ents in the  C arnatic, is faid to  comprife th irty  
m illions o f inhabitants ; and in every province, 
tow n and purgannah, ou r power is abfolute ; and 
none to  h inder any efforts o f miffionary labour. 
B u t th roughou t th is em pire, no t only no vigorous 
efforts to  m ake the  gofpel know n have ever been 
attem pted  by the India Com pany, in whom  the  
fovereignty is veiled; bu t contrarywife, the  a t­
tem pts o f others have in great meafure been frown­
ed ypu; j ,  and every application o f thofe whofe zeal 
prom pted them  to  the  fervice, been re je c te d ; 
though  they  merely requefted pcrm iilion to  go, 
and only aiked the  com m on protection o f govern­
m en t to  all peaceable fubjeCts.
I t  is well known th a t in Bengal, and all the vaft 
provinces to  the  n o r th ; in every th ing  which re­
gards Chriflianity, the  natives have been hitherto  
u tterly  negledled. Even the  very few clergym en 
w ho have viiited the  capitals o f ou r fettlem ents in 
India, have been generally too infeClcd with the 
epidem ic rage o f  the  country , to  amafs wealth, in 
order to  return  w ith it to  Europe, an objedl utterly  
inconfiilent w ith every th in g  divine, holy, and 
heavenly.
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T w o or th ree zealous Baptiit minifters, affected 
w ith the  deplorable d a te  o f the  poor H indoos, have 
lately  pafled unnoticed in to  th e  interior of th e  
country , with a view o f  com m unicating to  them  
th e  gofpel o f Chrift. T hey  are employed in an 
indigo m anufactory ; and improve the  L ord’s-day 
and their intervals o f leifure, in converting andd if- 
courfing with the  natives, M ahom etans, JBramins 
and  others, on the  fubject o f Chriftianity : a con-, 
ilderable a tten tion  is paid to  their m iniftry, and 
though  no open converts have fubm itted to  bap- 
tifm , they report com m encem ents fufficiently au- 
fpicious, to  encourage perfeverance and hope o f 
happy fuecefs ; b u t w hat efpecially m uft render 
th e ir labours highly refpedtable in the  fight o f 
Chriftians o f  all denom inations, is their indefatiga­
ble induftry, with the  help o f fome Bramins and 
P und its , to  tran ilate  the  Bible into the Bengalele 
tongue ; and which is now about to  be publiihed 
in  Bengal, and to  be diflerainated am ong the  na­
tives. G od fpeed th e  glorious a t te m p t! H is word 
can never be read in  vain,
In  the  Carnatic fome light o f the  glorious gofpel 
o f  Chrift, hath  been long difFufed by the  zealous- 
efforts o f the D aniih  miifionaries from T ranquebar; 
and  a few faithful foreign L utheran  m inifters, 
con tinue to  labour with fome fuccefs in the vicinity 
o f  M adras, and in the  T anjore  country, fupported
chiefly
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chiefly by the  Society for Propagating the  Gofpel 
in E ngland . A t th e  head o f thcfe is th a t aged and 
venerable fervant o f  Chrift, * M r. Swartz, near 
forty years ago, I th ink , my friend and com panion 
a t O x fo rd ; M r. G ericke, M r. Jan ike , and one or 
tw o m ore, exhaufted with labour, advanced in age, 
and  going down to  the grave, with little  profpedt o f 
fucceflors anim ated by the  fame Spirit. T hey are in- 
ceflant in foliciting freih and more num erous aflift- 
an ts, b u t few hear their call, or fly to  (hare the  toils 
e f  m iflionary fervice. G od feems to  have given 
their preaching fuch fuccefs am ong the  natives, as 
to  render it no longer doubtful, th a t however 
ftrong  the  barrier, which th e  Bram anic cafts and  
national m anners, and efpccially th e  fandtioned 
im m oralities o f the  G cntoos, may have eredted 
againft the  gofpel o f Chrift, no obftacle is in fu r- 
m ountable to zeal and perfeverance. I f  G od will 
work, then  none can let it. T hey  m uft indeed be  
fearfully inexcufable who enter no t in them felves, 
and thofe who were willing to  en ter, and devote 
their lives and fubftance to  the  iervice they hinder. 
W h e re  a thoufand miflionaries would find m ore 
em ploym ent, than  their moft zealous labours could  
fulfil, four or five aged G erm ans now fan the  dy­
ing  embers, and fcarcely keep the  expiring flame 
alive.
* This bleffed labourer, I hear, has juft entered into his 
/eft.
The
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T h e  good M oravians, as I  am informed, after 
abortive efforts to  fpread the  gofpel in the  N icobar 
Iflands, and having no fuch proSpedls as encourage 
their ftay in the  Carnatic, are rem oving their la­
bourers to  Europe, to  be em ployed in m ore pro- 
m ifing fields o f ufefulnefs am ong the  heathen.
In  w hat remains o f  ourw eftern  em pire, efpecially 
the  Leew ard Iflands, the  black inhabitants, by 
which they are chiefly occupicd, have lately en ­
gaged the  attention o f fome faithful fervants o f  
Chrift ; and been confiderably evangelized, n o t 
by the  countenance o f  governm ent, or the m iniflry 
eftablifhcd in the  C hurch , which is in a ftate o f  
fearful neglect, b u t by the  voluntary zeal o f  M o ­
ravians, and th e  W eftleyan M ethodifts. T hefe 
have nobly devoted themfelvcs to  th e  Service o f  
their poor b lack enflaved b reth ren , whom  no m an 
cared for; and have Succeeded in the  call and con- 
verfion o f m any thoufands to  the  faith and love o f  
Jefus Chrift. In  this honourable Service none have 
more diftinguifhed their philanthropy and fidelity, 
th an  the  Rev. D r. Coke, a principal m inifter 
am ong the  M ethodifts.
A new world hath  lately been difcovered, and 
explored by Britifh navigators. T o  one region o f 
which wc have already fent our unhappy convicts, 
and with them  the  cverlafting g o fp e l; for So hath
G od
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G od in his gracious providence ordained, th a t the  
firft tefiim ony borne in that land o f darknefs and 
th e  ihadow  o f death Should be by thofe faithful 
witnefles o f Jcfus Chrifi, M r. Johnfon, and M r. 
M arfdcn. M ay their labours kindle a flame never 
to  be extinguished ! and m any o f their b rethren 
offer themfelves on this felf-denying Service !
A  nobler attem pt to  evangelize the  iilands in 
th e  vaft Pacific O cean, hath recently been m ade 
by a Society Sormed by minifters and others o f  all 
denom inations, who agreeing to  m erge their Several 
peculiarities in the one Sacred name o f C h r i s t i a n ,  
have united  w ithout preference o f churches or 
party, to  fend Sorth faithful m en to  preach and 
teach JeSus Chrift am ong the  heathen, and to  
know nothing bu t him crucified. By the liberal 
contributions o f individuals, who have formed the  
MiJJionary Society, a Sum o f twelve or thirteen thou ­
sand pounds was expended in the  purchaSe o f a 
large veffel o f three hundred tons, conveying th irty  
miffionaries, with five fifters, wives to  the  brethren, 
and two little ch ild ren ; furnifhed with every th ing  
needful for one or more Settlem ents; and to  Secure 
them  a Savourable reception am ong the  natives. 
T he  veffel was navigated by men of G od, who had 
m any o f  them  em barked for love o f the  c a u fe ; and 
com m anded by th a t able and fingularly excellent 
m an, Capt. W ilfon , who had devoted his life and
labours
labour* to  the  fervice free ly ; renouncing all re­
ward, bu t that ineftimable one, the c o n d u c in g  fo 
glorious an undertaking. T h e ir firft objedt wa3 
to  vifit Otaheite* and the Society Iflands, as moft 
frequented and beft known, and if  an opening ap­
peared, to  leave there our m arried brethren, and 
th e  larger part o f our younger labourers ; to  pro­
ceed toT ongataboo , and the  F riendly Iflands, and 
depofit a few brethren, to  return  to  the  M ar- 
quefas, and if there  was a profpeCt o f welcome an d  
fuccefs, to  m ake a beginning with two or th ree o f  
o u r younger brethren : retu rn ing  by O taheite and 
T ongataboo, to fee how our miifionaries fared, and 
to  afcertain their fafety and hofpitable reception 
y  am ong th e  heathen ; proceeding thence to  China* 
for a cargo o f tea, in order to  cover by the  freight 
fome portion o f the  expence neceflarily incurred, 
by fo long and circuitous a navigation.
T h e  em inent fuccefs w ith which this a ttem pt has 
been attended  is before the public at large in th e  
firft M iffionary Voyage, than  which probably there 
never was another fo Angularly favourable. A fter 
a  courfe o f fo m any thoufand miles, the  whole 
body o f miifionaries was landed in the  places o f 
th e ir feveral deftination, a t O taheite, a t T ongata­
boo, and the M arquefas, in perfect health ; and the  
j  ih ip  returned by C anton, with a cargo o f tea in to  
the  port o f  L ondon, in abou t one and tw enty
m onthsj
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m onths, and brought back every feaman in as good 
health as (he had received them . N o t an indi­
vidual was loft in the  paffage, no difeafe ever vifited 
the  crew, nor w a s 'th e  leaft w ant o f any com fort 
l'elt during  the whole o f  the  voyage. T h e  nam e 
o f  Capt. W ilion , under whofe c o n d u it and care the  
iervice was accom plilhed, will defcend with honour 
and rem em brance to the iateft pofterity.
E ncouraged by fo promifing a beginning, a 
fecond equipm ent was im m ediately begun, to 
ftrengthen the hands o f  thofe already fettled, and 
to  enlarge the work in other iflands. T h irty -n ine  
brethren and lifters, with feven children, chear- 
fully entered on the  Iervice. B ut it hath plcafed 
G od in his m yfterious providence to difappoint 
o u r expectations, and to  exercife our faith and 
patience. T hey  were captured by a F rench  pri­
vateer, as they were entering the  harbour o f R io  
Janicro , and landed at M onte  Video, in the R io  
Plata. From  the French and Spaniards they re­
ceived the kindeft trea tm en t; and after unavailing 
efforts to repurchafe their veffel and procced, they 
were perm itted to  em bark for R io Janiero, and 
paffing from thence to Liibon, are, with the excep­
tion o f three or four detained through indifpofition, 
arrived once more am ong their friends and brethren 
in fafety.
Vol . III. P  W hatever
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W hatever the  final event may be o f thcfe endea­
vours to  evangelize the  heathen world, whether 
the  great H ead of the Church be pleafcd to  crown 
Our labours with fuccels, or in his all-righteous dif- 
peniations to  fruftrate our hopes, the  attem pt is 
Chriftian, is glorious. I t  is now dem onftratcd that 
a miffion to thcfe d iftant and defirable lands is 
practicable, is cafy, and the means within the power 
of individuals, if  zeal for Chrift, anil love for the 
fouls of men be not w anting. A nd furely no un - 
forcfeen difficulties with which we may have to 
ftruggle, or partial difappointm ents ihould dis­
courage us from perfevering in lb great a defign* 
b u t rather roufe the miffionary brethren to  renewed 
and more vigorous exertionsi
Advices alfo from Port Jacklbn at fir it produced 
m ore d ittrefsthan  even the capture o f the D u f f i t -  
f c l f ; till on the  arrival o f dilpatches from tho 
miffionaries themfelves, it was found tha t though 
fo m eo f them ,alarm ed with apprcheniions for their 
wives, after they had lived a whole year w ithout 
any infult or injury, had taken the opportunity o f 
the  departure of the  N autilus, which had touched 
a t O taheitej to  remove to  P ort Jackfon, feven bre- 
th ren  and one woman refufed to  qu it their ftation 5 
and  we hope are happily labouring to  advance the 
g rea t object o f their miffion. N or are thofe who 
have departed w ithout fome profpect o f being m ade 
m ore ufeful in the  place, w hither they have m i­
grated,
grated , than  if  they had refted where they were 
placed. G od’s providential dilpoials are all wife, 
find his work, will often be more effectually accom ­
plished, by the fteps which we regarded as injuri­
ous, and tend ing  to the  difappointm ent o f  the ob­
jec t we had in view. Perfectly fure the  miffion is 
o f G od, and under his peculiar care, we reft in his 
difpofal as ordering all th ings w e ll ; and patiently 
wait, and quietly hope to  fee the  com pleated falva- 
tion  o f our G od. I t  is hoped th a t foon thefe faith­
ful and devoted fervants o f  the  heathen will be 
viiited and ftrengthened by men of a like m ind, 
and the feed o f eternal life take deeper root, and 
fpread th rough  all the iiles o f the  Pacific O cean.
T hefe trials o f faith abate noth ing  o f our pro- 
fpccts o f fuccefs, which were never more pro- 
m iiing, and more loudly call upon us for active 
and fpcedy efforts to  repair every lofs, and in - 
creale our lphere o f action. N o th ing  has happen­
ed in the fmalleft m anner to  leffen the  defirablc- 
nefs o f this labour of love, or the facility of its exe­
cution. W e  have given our brethren in the iflands 
our folemn pledge tha t we will vifit them  : their 
claims upon us are ftronger than ever, and as the  
ability o f the Society increafes in all its refources, 
no doubt this will be am ong their firft objects.
But. they have not confined their views to  one 
region o f the heathen world, how ever. g reat and
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promifing. T hey  have wifhed to  em brace th e  
habitable globe as far as their means fhall be found 
adequate to  their defires. Africa, the feat o f Servi­
tude, the region of darknefs, and the moft unex­
plored o f all the continents, hasefpecially a ttrac ted  
the  attentions o f the  Society. T heir firft efforts 
were directed through the  colony o f Sierra Leone, 
to  penetrate into the Fovvlah country , and com ­
m unicate the bleffings of the golpel to  the interior, 
th rough  the  m edium  o f the  furrounding nations. 
Efforts to  this pnrpofe had been m aie  before by 
the  W efileyan M ethodifts and the Baptifts, and 
failed rather from the infufficiency o f the inftru- 
lDcnts, than the  im practicability o f the  attem pt. 
U ndifm ayed by thefe unfuccelsful attem pts, the  
London M iifionary Society, in conjunction with 
fimilar focieties at Glafgow and E dinburgh , deter­
m ined to  fend out fix iingle brethren, tw o from 
each body to make a renewed effort to  in troduce 
the  gofpel there. T h e  clim ate however has been 
found fo unfavourable that this effort alfo has been, 
in confequence o f death and indifpofition, rendered 
abcirtive, and only two o f the fix miifionaries re­
main labouring w ith acceptance in the  colony, 
w ithout any profpe<t o f paifing into th e  interior 
country .
A happier iffue we tru ll will attend our miffion 
to  the  Cape of Good H ope, and the country o f the
Caffres
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Caffres and Bofhemen, which beiides the advantage 
o f  a more genial climate, has com m enced with more 
aufpicious p ro fp e d s ; and for which the  Lord 
feemed to  have provided efpecially fuitable inftru- 
m ents in D r. Vanderkem p and his aflbciates.
D r. V anderkem p was a H ollander, a man of 
talen ts, and improved undcrftanding, about fifty. 
H e  had been bred a phyfician ; had ftudied a con- 
llderable tim e at E d inburgh , as well as in his na­
tive univerfities ; he fpoke the Englilh , F rench  and 
Latin  languages; b u t as is too com m on with the 
faculty, he had long em braced the  fafhionable 
philofophy, and held the  tenets o f deifm. A  Angu­
lar affliction in his family, occafioned by the fudden 
death o f his wife and child, attended by fome very 
particular impreffions o f G od’s Spirit, engaged  him 
m ore deeply and ferioufly to  confider his ways, and 
review the  foundations o f his hope, than he had ever 
yet done. T h is led him to a careful reperulal o f 
the  word o f G od, and the happy effect was a folid 
conviction o f  revealed tru th , and real convetiion of 
his heart to  God our Saviour.
H e  refolved from henceforth to  devote him felf 
wholly to Chrift, and to  the ferv iceo f m en’s fouls, 
and his heart was particularly led out to  defire to 
com m unicate the  knowledge o f falvation, to  the 
poor heathen whom none had cared for. H e  was
P  3 for
for Tome tim e in this ftate o f m ind w ithout a deter­
m ined object, till he read o f the rife and progrefs 
o f  the  London M iffionary Society. H e  im m ediate­
ly com m unicated to  them  the defire o f his foul to  
devote him felf to  the heathen. A fter proper en ­
quiries into his character and abilities, his offer was 
em braced with great deligh t, and he was invited to  
E ng land , where the  interview iifued in the m od 
cordial welcome o f his fervices. H is native lan­
guage fitting him peculiarly for the  Cape o f Good 
H ope  and its vicinity, tha t was fixed as the  place 
o f  his deftination.
O n his return to  H olland, to  fettle his affairs, 
in  order to  em bark in the  miffionary fervice, he 
took with him and circulated in D u tch , an addrefs 
from the  London M iffionary Society to  the  faith­
ful in his own country. T h is im m ediately p ro ­
duced the happieft effects. A Society during  his 
day  was formed at R otterdam , on the fame plan 
with our own. A  correfpondence opened, and our 
defign was not only highly approved, b u t imm edi­
ately feconded by the offer o f a D utch  mini Iter 
to  accompany Dr. Vanderkem p, whofe nam e was 
K ic h e re r; to  thefe tw o o f our own brethren were 
jo ined , and they em barked on one o f our conviCt 
Ships, the H illfborough, to be conveyed to  their ap­
pointed flation.
' : ' T h e
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T h e  diligence, zeal, and intrepidity o f our bre­
th ren  am ong the convicts, am idit the ravages of 
death and the jail fever, and the blefled effects o f 
their labours on the  living and the dying are be­
fore the  public. T hey prove the power o f  the  
gofpel on the  m oit obdurate o f m ankind. W e  
have ju ft received the pleafing intelligence th a t 
on a vifit to thcfe miserable beings, after our bre­
th ren  had been lb me tim e at the Cape, they found 
the  fpirit o f  prayer and ferioufnefs flill encreafing 
am ong them  ; and in the  midlt o f  all their mifery, 
they united to  cry unto  G od for mercy. O ur 
miffionary brethren at Port Jackfon, will be very 
providentially placed to  cultivate every gracious 
impreffion which may remain on their minds at 
their arrival.
T h e  bleffing o f the Lord on th e  labours o f  thefe 
m iifionaries a t the Cape hath been as fingular. 
T hey  have appropriated four evenings in a week 
to  the inftruction o f  the ilaves, who attended them  
in great num bers, and refpecting whom D r. V an- 
derkem p exprefles him felf in the  ftrongcft term s of 
confidence, that they have been baptifcd with the  
H oly G hoft, though the regulations eftabliihed, it 
teems, at the  Cape, forbid them  to be adm itted  to 
the  Chriitian rite o f baptifm , an ob ftrud ion  which 
affuredly our hum ane and Chriitian governm ent 
will not fail, on application, to  remove.
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B u t the mofi pleafing tra it a ttend ing  this miffion 
js the  earncft application from the  mofi favage o f  
all the tribes, the Bojhemen, to  obtain one o f our 
brethren to teach them  the know ledge o f the  true  
G od. W hilft they were deliberating on the fubject, 
and had determ ined to  decline the fervice, as likely 
to  interfere with the Caffre miifion, for which pre­
parations had been m ade ; three of the Bofhemen 
chiefs tbemfelves came to  the Cape, and cleaving 
to  our brethren, would not leave them , till one o f 
them  had promifed to  accompany them  to  the  
Bofhemen nation, whither he has proceeded, we 
hope, with a com panion from the Cape, or one o f 
ou r D u tch  brethren.
A  MiiTionary Society inftituted at the  Cape, 
under the title  of the  South African M iffionary 
Society, is the firft fruits o f our brethrens’ exertions, 
and o f the addrefs fent from the  M iffionary Society 
to  the inhabitants at the Cape. T he ir com m ence­
m en t is mofi: aufpicious, and the fubfeription con- 
fiderable, one lady having given fifteen thoufand 
florins. I t  manifefis th a t G od’s fpirit is m oving on 
th e  hearts o f m en, th roughou t the whole Chriftian 
world, and tha t the long dorm ant fpirit o f zeal 
begins to  be awakened to  vigorous exertions, for 
th e  Redeem er’s glory, and the falvation o f the 
fouls o f  men.
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All the  preparations were ready for the  journey 
o f  the  miffionaries to  the  Caffres and the Bofhc- 
m en, when the  laft difpatch was fent : the  govern­
m ent moft kindly favouring, and the  farmers wait­
ing with team s and oxen to  convey the brethren  
to  the  places o f their dcftination. M ay this fmall 
beginning, th rough the divine benediction, be fol­
lowed w ith great increafe ! N ever in our tim e did 
Africa feem to open a more prom ifing door o f en­
tran ce  to  the  heathen. T h e  m iffionary publica­
tions on this fu b jed  will be read with thankfulnefs 
and delight.
W e  wifhed to  viiit our vait pofleilions in the  
Eaft, and to carrv the  ligh t o f  the  gofpel to  the 
M ahom cdan and Bramanic fed s  ; b u t obftacles in 
o u r way, before noted, prevented our intentions. 
O ne man alone has been employed to  gain infor­
m ation of the true  fíate o f th ings on the  fpot, an’d 
to  infíruét us w hether there, or in any o f the  ad­
jo in ing  nations, fuch profpeds open, as would en­
courage attem pts to evangelize th a t region o f the  
world. W e  have heard o f his fafe arrival.
O ne folitary labourer alfo has been difpatched 
to  the  little iiland o f T w ilingatc, near N ew found­
land, at theea rneft requeft o f the  inhabitants, from 
whom we have received tid ings o f  his welcome and 
com m encem ent o f labours.
Thefe
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T hefe  are the actual efforts which have been 
m ade, and (till greater are in the  intention o f the 
fociety, for which adequate preparations are milk­
ing. T h e  Sandwich Iflands, the M arquefas, and 
the  Society Iflands, were to  have received a new 
body o f mifiionaries w ithout delay. T h e  affiidfivc 
eircum ftances which have happened, may for a 
while retard the purpofes o f the  fociety : b u t they 
continue vigorouily active to repair the  breach, 
and provide both perfons and provifion for the  ac- 
com plifhm ent o f their original defign. T he  heirs 
o f glory arc ufually trained up in the  School o f ad- 
verfity, and to thofe who have read the A cts o f the 
Apoftles, a feries o f fufferings and difappointm ents 
have been feen to  iifue in the final lucceSs o f the 
gofpel ; fully perfuaded tha t it is th e  L ord’s work, 
we look up and go forward. D u ty  is purs—. 
events are his.
I t  is a pleating tra it to  rem ark, how cordial an 
intereft the  faithful brethren in all lands have 
taken in thefe feeble efforts o f miffionary labour : 
and how liberally Some focicties and individuals 
have tranfm itted  their gifts to  our treafury. Cor­
respondents from Sweden, Berlin, Baiil, Z urich , 
R otterdam , F ranckfort, Eaft F rieiland , Lufatia, 
N ew  Y ork, C onnecticut, and o ther places, have 
conveyed to us their warmeft and m oil affectionate
willies
withes for our fuccefs ; united  with us in our ftated 
feafons o f  p ray e r; and in feveral places formed 
aflbciations to  prom ote the fame obje& s, and to 
provide the  means for runn ing  the  fame race o f 
miffionary zeal. M ay H e  who hath the  reiidue o f 
th e  fpirit, pour it forth more abundantly  upon 
us all !
O ur tranfatlantic brethren  profefs to  tu rn  their 
a tten tion  particularly to  the Indian nations, in the 
interior o f that vaft c o n tin e n t; and, indeed, a 
wide field opens from the A lleghany m ountains to 
the  (bores of the  north  weitern coaft, which will 
require their moft vigorous efforts. Could we lom e 
day fo far proceed as to  afcend the Colum bia river, 
and 'form  a million on its banks, it is not ou t o f 
hope, that the found fhould reach th e  interior, and 
fprcad till the  undulations on either fide m eet, 
and form one concert o f praife. Is any th ing  im- 
poffible with G od ?
B u t whatever retardm ents may m ake the  heart 
fick with hope deferred, or whatever difficulties 
o b ltru it  th e  execution o f the  prefent efforts, in 
this or fome fucceeding generation, the  work fhall 
be done with efficacy : for the  heathen are given 
to  the Saviour for his inheritance, and the utm oft 
parts o f the earth for his poffeffion. H appy and
honoured
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honoured are tbofe, whom he ihall deign to em­
ploy as inftruments in the accompliihment o f his 
glorious deiigns !
I have collected the chief traits o f the Iateft 
miffionary labours thus fummarily together, and 
highly thankful fhould I feel, if I fhall be able to 
record the progrefs of a work fo happily begun. 
N o  circumftance of the prcfent day bears a more 
aufpicious afpe<£t on the erection and increafe of 
the Church o f the living God. Indeed, in this 
eventful period, it is not a little reviving, amidft all 
the prevailing dcfolations and ungodlinefs around, 
to  fee the morning thus- fpread upon the m oun­
tains, and to hope for the riling glories of the fun 
o f righteoufnefs, to renew the face o f the earth. 
T he Church of the reformed will, I believe, be the 
divine and favoured inftrument in this fervicc, 
when God the Spirit fhall revise bis work in the 
midft of the years ; and I look cfpecially to my 
native land for this lervice, perfuaded that we are 
yet preferved to be the heralds o f the everlafting 
gofpel, unto the ends of the earth.
But I return from the other quarters o f the 
globe to  Europe, and the nations of the reformed 
religion there.
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